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COMMANDER’S  REPORT – Cdr Jonathan Dayton, AP   
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It is that time of year to take measure of the bounty to 

which the Waterbury Power Squadron has been blessed.  
As I recently reviewed this year’s Merit Mark 
recommendations, I was astounded at the incredible 
amount of volunteer time and effort made by so many of 
our members.  On behalf of all our members, I wish to 
express our collective gratitude to those members who 
unselfishly give of their talents and hard work for the 
benefit of our organization and its purposes:  boating 
education, community service, and 
friendship.   

For those of you who are new to 
the Power Squadron, a Merit Mark 
is an annual award for exceptional 
service.  A member can earn one 
merit mark per year.  It includes teaching a course, 
course section or seminar; chairing an event; organizing 
a cruise; hosting a meeting or outing; performing Vessel 
Safety Checks; or performing the work of an elected 
office. Both the type of service and hours of effort must 
be documented.  Recommendations for approval are 
made to a representative at the National level.  The 
awards are communicated to each member in January.  
We will recognize this year’s recipients at our Pasta 
Dinner in January. 

I want to remind all members and especially our new 
ones that we will be having our very own Christmas 
Party JUST FOR US!!!  Please place this fun event on 
your calendar: Saturday, 4 December.  It will be held at 
The Continental Room in Naugatuck beginning at 6:30. 
There will be great food, a DJ, a raffle, and a Secret 
Santa grab bag.  (See details on page 2).  

Finally, I want to thank all of you who have 
contributed to our squadron with your own special 

talents. It is because of you that we 
have the incredible participation of 
our members in our classes, at 
rendezvous’ during the boating 
season, and at our monthly meetings 
throughout the year. All of this 

contributes to a strong squadron now and becomes the 
foundation for a strong and active squadron in the future. 

With the season comes a time of thankfulness for our 
families, our friends, those who serve our country in so 
many ways, and particularly those who are in harm’s 
way to protect our freedom. I wish everyone a safe and 
Happy Thanksgiving.  
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           For having contributed substantially to the 
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            Wednesday, 17 November 2010 

Relax and Have Some Fun 
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                                  841 Main St, Oakv ille, CT 

              RSVP by 15 Nov  

to Linda Miller 203-671-2454 or                                    
           lindamiller99@hotmail.com   
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Saturday, 11 December 2010 �
Manchester Country Club 

$30 pp ~ Cash Bar 

Tickets Available from Cdr Jon Dayton 

203-758-2582 daytnuts@sbcglobal.net 

 

Admin Report   
By AO Linda Miller, S   203-272-8065   lindamiller99@hotmail.com   

Join Us for Some Fun and Relaxation �
PROGRAM and VENUE CHANGE for November Meeting 
17 November – 1900 – RO'S PIZZA, Watertown    

As we turn the clocks back, tuck our boats to sleep for the season, and prepare to swing into the hectic holiday season, 
let's take a collective deep breath and enjoy a purely social pizza party general meeting – $5 per person.   No worries – 
we'll reschedule Gagliardi's and the speaker for another time after the New Year.  We want to add a little more fun to our 
meetings and encourage spouse/family attendance.  Feeling lucky?  We're bringing back the 50/50 raffle where all 
members have a chance to win a portion of the prize but must be present to win.  Don't be left out!  Please RSVP to 
Linda Miller 203-671-2454 or lindamiller99@hotmail.com by 15 Nov. 

Bridge Meeting, Wednesday 1 December  – 1900 
AKA Third Annual Holiday Cookie Extravaganza  

Hosted by Linda and Michael Miller, 934 Wolf Hill Rd, Cheshire. As always, all members are invited to attend. 

WPS HOLIDAY PARTY, Saturday 4 December   
Please join us for the WPS Holiday Party at the Continental Room in Naugatuck on Saturday, 4 Dec 2010.  Cocktails 

@ 6:30 p.m. – cash bar; buffet dinner @ 7:30 p.m.  DJ Eric Burdett will provide the music for your listening/dancing 
pleasure.  The cost is $32 per person which covers cheese and crackers, buffet dinner, the DJ, and door prize.  Remember 
that interesting item hiding in your closet since Christmas past?  Well, we've got the answer.  Just for fun, we'll be having 
an optional grab bag – use your imagination; re-gifting is definitely encouraged!  Please RSVP to Linda by 30 Nov 2010. 
�
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                     RSVP by 30 Nov 2010 
                       to Linda Miller  
                     203-671-2454 or  

                          lindamiller99@hotmail.com   
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Educational Report  By SEO Michael Marino, AP   203-598-0655

Fall Classes Focus on Navigation 
Junior Navigation  – 
Junior Navigation is underway 
with twelve students. Several 
students have just taken a field 
trip to get practical experience 
using a sextant to take sights 
of the sun. See photos next 
page. 

Piloting  – Piloting began on October 18, with Tom 
Davis instructing four students. 

Spring Courses  – We plan to offer three courses in 
the spring: Seamanship, Engine Maintenance, and 
Weather. There are no prerequisites for these classes. If 
you are interested in taking any of these, please contact 
Mike Marino at mmarino@sara.com. 

Seamanship Description – Building on the basics 
of recreational boating presented in the public boating 
course, Seamanship adds foundation information for 
continuing boater education. The grade course 
contents should facilitate knowledge development for 
increased safe operation of recreational boats. 
Emphasis within the course has been placed on higher 
level boating skills, rules of the road, and marlinspike.  
Topics include: 

·  Marlinespike 
·  Safety 
·  The Skipper's Responsibilities 
·  Before Leaving the Dock 
·  Weather and Wave Forms 
·  Nautical Etiquette and Customs 

·  Hull Design and Care 
·  Docking and Undocking, Towing, Trailering 
·  Anchoring, Rafting, Mooring, and Dinghies 
·  Cruising Considerations 
·  Boating Emergencies 

Weather Description  The safety and comfort of 
those who venture out-on-the water have always been 
weather dependent. In this elective course, students 
will become keener observers of the weather, but 
weather observations only have meaning in the context 
of the basic principles of meteorology — the science 
of the atmosphere. This course focuses on how 
weather systems form, behave, move, and interact with 
one another and reflects the availability of various 
types of weather reports and forecasts. 

Engine Maintenance Description  This elective 
course covers the general construction, operating 
principles, maintenance and repair of marine gasoline 
and diesel engines; cooling, electrical, fuel, and 
lubricating systems; and associated propulsion 
components - clutches, shafting and propellers.  Since 
one of the major objectives of the course is to help the 
student become more self-reliant afloat, trouble 
diagnosis and temporary remedies are emphasized 
along with safety measures.  The course is not 
intended to produce trained mechanics but rather more 
intelligent and more resourceful boat engine operators.  

Planned course offerings for the next two years. 
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United States Power Squadrons®  
Sail and Power boating 

District 1 
Fall Conference ~ 20 November, 2010 

Focus on Education 

TIME: 0900 
PLACE: Pattaconk Yacht Club, Dock Road, Chester, CT  

Mates Programs: Goodspeed Opera House ~ Florence Griswold Museum 
Advance sign up required. 

Contact Cdr Jonathan Dayton for more details or if you are able to attend. 
203-758-2582 daytnuts@sbcglobal.net 

 

 JN Class Sets Sights on the Horizon  
It was a cool, clear day with only light winds when seven 

students from the Junior Navigation class traveled to Point No 
Point in the Lordship area of Stratford on Long Island Sound. 
Arriving at 0900 there was opportunity for taking a run of 
sights in the morning, having a nice lunch at Marnick’s 
Restaurant overlooking the Sound, and then taking another run 
of sights in the afternoon. 

 “There is a natural horizon from about 80 degrees to 270 
degrees,” says instructor Doug Burdett.  

Instructors Mike Marino and Doug were able to confirm via 
computer that the sights were good enough for the students to 
use in their sight folders. In attendance were Mike Marino with 
sons Michael and Robby, Wes Quigley III, Jon Dayton, Gary 
McGuire, Craig Campbell, Dave Piel, Karen Rosa, Eric 
Spitzner (New Haven Squadron), and Doug Burdett.  
 
 
 

Wes Quigley III, AP, sights the sun on the horizon. 

L-R: Gary McGuire, AP, Craig 
Campbell, AP, and Karen Rosa, AP, 
check the sextant for error (IE).  

Karen Rosa records Gary’s 
sextant altitude (hs). 

Craig takes his sight. 

Dave Piel, AP, reads his sextant Karen Rosa sights with her left eye. 
Mike Marino , AP, verifies the sights 
as valid using a computer program. 

Eric  Spitzner of the New 
Haven squadron prepares 
to take his sight. 
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Rendezvous’ Let Us Experience Other Types of Boatin g 
A couple of years ago at the PJ Clambake, Randy Raines, JN brought 

Ridiculous, his FAST boat, and took most of us out on Long Island Sound 
where we sped around at 55 mph, quite and experience. This year a number of 
us got to cruise down the East River, under the Throg’s Neck Bridge, past the 
United Nations, and around the Statue of Liberty aboard a slow moving Nordic 
Tug (trawler style), with Vicki and Tom Davis, JN on Afternoon Delight – 
Awesome! Then, in October… 

With the wind a bit strong and the waves a bit chop py for our power 
boats, Carl and Brenda offered us a sail on Spirit.  It was the perfect 
ending to our October weekend clambake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SEE WHAT YOU’RE MISSING?  – Have you Renewed Your Membership? 

Some of you may think you have enough knowledge of safe boating. You have all the education you want or think you 
need. BUT do you have the camaraderie of safe boating friends?  Do you, maybe, still have questions about how to 
anchor, or a question about a special function of your VHF radio, or know what to do if that GPS, which you now totally 
rely on, says ANNGHCH? Do you know the best marinas for an overnight stay? Is there a type of boating you’ve always 
wanted to try? 

Now is the time to renew your membership, if you have not yet done so. Don’t miss the terrific opportunities that come 
with being a member of the United States Power Squadrons Waterbury Squadron. JOIN or RENEW NOW! Come to our 
meetings. Sometimes you learn more at one that seems to be “just about a good time.” Boaters simply can’t get together 
without telling stories, discussing strategies, or simply talking BOATS, maintenance, and places to go! 

Safety Tip – Check Your Water Pump Impeller 
As you winterize your boat, this is the perfect time to pull your engine 

seawater pump impeller and take a good look at it. You’ll have time to order a 
new one for spring. How much better it is to replace it when it looks like this, 
than when those fins break off and get into your heat exchangers. It would make 
a really poor start to your first trip in the spring. 

It’s best to leave it out, even if in good condition, over the winter so the vanes 
don’t take a permanent set. Put it with your keys or next to your START switch 
so you don’t forget to put it back in the spring.  

SAILS UP! 

Carl Whemann, AP, at the helm of Spirit. 

An exhilarated Brenda Kunin, AP. Heeled over and relaxed!? 

Seawater pump impeller on Miss Ruby after 680 hours of operation. 
Future service interval will be at 500 hours. This could have been a very 
costly and time consuming repair. 
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Meet Past Commander and Instructor  Howard Vagt, AP 
A Member of WPS for 32 Years with 29 Merit Marks 

Most of us know 
Howard Vagt best today, 
for the wonderful location 
of our spring, AKA rainy 
day, picnic and as the 
knowledgeable instructor 
of Engine Maintenance. If 
you’ve been fortunate 
enough to take that 

course, you will have gotten to know Howard better and 
heard some of the wonderful stories from his years of 
cruising. 

Born at Waterbury Hospital in the late 1920’s, 
Howard Vagt has lived in Naugatuck, CT, all of his life. 
His working life was spent at Naugatuck Chemical 
Company, the company that developed Naugahyde and 
later became Uniroyal. In 1960 he 
achieved, through night school, an 
Associates Degree in Engineering from 
Waterbury State Technical Institute 
and apprenticed as an electrician. “My 
father insisted that I needed a trade,” 
says Howard. He had already worked 
for years in the Mechanical Department 
at Naugatuck Chemical and remained 
at the company for 49 years. He met 
and married Mary Jane, who was working in the lab. 
They are one of the exceptional couples who have been 
married over 50 years. They enjoy seeing their son 
Howard and his family, who live behind them in 
Naugatuck, and daughter Cathy who now lives in 
Milford. 

In 1953 Howard bought his first boat, a 16’ molded 
plywood Pacemaker with a 30 hp engine. He and Mary 
Jane enjoyed waterskiing on Lake Lillinonah and Lake 
Zoar after the lakes filled during the ’55 flood. 

“19 August 1955! I came home from work at 11 p.m.  
the night before, and the river was going down. My 
mother woke me early in the morning; the river was 
rising. I took my boat down Church St., rescued a few 
people that day, and put a hole in my boat. Naugatuck 
Chemical was just developing fiberglass and gave me 
some resin to fix the hole.” 

After the kids came along, Howard bought at 27’ 
plywood boat. At this point he took the Power Squadron 
Public Course at Crosby High School. It was years 
before he joined the Waterbury Power Squadron. 

“We took that boat, with 4 adults and 5 kids, up the 
Hudson River and Lake Champlain to the Canadian 

World’s Fair Expo 67. What a trip that was! The kids 
were most excited about all the dead fish in the Hudson 
River (pollution).” 

For years Howard had been restoring a 38’ Matthews 
he named Sinbad and knew he and Mary Jane wanted 
more boating education before he put her in the water. In 
1979 they joined the Waterbury Power Squadron. “It 
was on the verge of being dissolved. Within a couple of 
years I was asked to be Commander. My greatest 
challenge was helping to rebuild the squad. We had 
members that wanted to become more active. It grew 
from there. I can’t point to any one thing that changed it 
and can’t claim any credit. It was everybody’s efforts.” 

In 1986 the Vagts cruised down the East River to 
New York City for the unveiling of the restored Statue 
of Liberty on 4 July 1986. President Ronald Reagan 

declared, "We are the keepers of the 
flame of liberty; we hold it high for the 
world to see." Later that night, the 
restored Liberty was revealed in an 
awesome light show. 

Sometime during the 1980’s 
Howard and Mary Jane offered their 
home for the spring picnic. “We enjoy 
meeting everyone – it’s a NICE group.” 
He also became active in District 1, 

serving as D/1 Lt as chairman for the USPS Educa-tional 
Fund and as Involvement Chairman.  “We always went 
on the D/1 cruise to Shelter Island,” says Howard. 

How long has he taught Engine Maintenance? Many 
years is the best he can tell us. He’s also taught portions 
of the public course for most of his years in WPS. 

The Vagts no longer have a boat in Connecticut. 
They spend the winter months in Port Charlotte, FL 
where they have 
a 23’ Hurricane 
deck boat with a 
fiberglass hull. 
“We use it 
around the 
harbor and in 
the canals. 
There’s 100’s of 
miles of canals and rivers. I kind of wish we still had a 
big boat in CT, but it isn’t practical.” 

The Vagts have been in the Waterbury Power 
Squadron for 32 years. Why? “The people that are in the 
Squadron are a nice group of people. Friendship and 
great people keep us here.” 

Howard and Mary Jane  

Tom Davis and Howard at the spring 
picnic at Vagt’s home.  

In the company of other WPS Past 
Commanders, Howard is at far right.  
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Waterbury Power 
Squadron 
P.O. Box 6280 
Wolcott, CT 

06716-6280 

 

The Pharos Beacon 
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Editor: Jeanie Quigley, AP  jean.missruby@yahoo.com; 203-525-1764 
Contributing Editor: Doug Burdett 
Photography by Doug Burdett, Karen Rosa, Jeanie Quigley 
Published by:  Karen Rosa and Paul Rosa 
Web site: www.waterburypowersquadron.com  
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1-29 Nov Mondays – 1900 – Piloting – Seidel Inc,  2223 Thomaston Ave, Waterbury 

4-18 Nov Thursdays – 1900 – Junior Navigation – Wachovia Bank at 365 Main St. in Watertown 

17 Nov Wednesday – 1900 – Pizza Party – Ro’s Pizza, 841 Main St, Oakville CT 

20 Nov D/1 Conference – Pattaconk Yacht Club, Chester, CT 
1 Dec Wednesday – 1900 Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller   934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire  

     Holiday Cookie Extravaganza by Linda and Michael ~ All Welcome 
2-30 Dec Thursdays – 1900 – Junior Navigation – Wachovia Bank at 365 Main St. in Watertown 

4 Dec Saturday – Christmas Party – Continental Room, Naugatuck 

11 Dec Saturday – D/1 Holiday Party – Casual Black & White theme – Manchester Country Club 

6-20 Dec Mondays – 1900 – Piloting – Seidel Inc., 2223 Thomaston Ave, Waterbury 
5 Jan Wednesday – 1900 Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller   934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire  

 
 

Second Creek, Joe Wheeler Lake, Tennessee River ~ View from Miss Ruby 

 


