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Finally, March is here, the weather is warming, and 
spring and the boating season are just around the corner.  
Just yesterday, I visited the marina for a “cover check” 
(again) and went aboard to revisit the sights, and smells, 
and feel of a boat.  Like many of you, I can hardly wait 
to get back on the water again.   

We’ve had some great activities over the winter 
months and especially look forward to this month’s Irish 
Dinner hosted by Paul and Karen Rosa.  This will be the 
March Membership Meeting, and Election of Officers 
for 2010 will be held at that time.  Be sure to come out 
and join us on Wednesday 17 March, and don’t forget to 
RSVP to Paul or Karen.      

With the changing of the season comes the annual 
Change of Watch for our Squadron, a new Bridge, and 
one that signals the end of my term as Commander.  
Like those before me I covet the prized Past 
Commander’s Burgee which you will see proudly 
displayed on Summer Wind this cruising season.  I mean 
it sincerely when I say that it’s been a great ride, and I 
am happy to have had the helm for the past two years.  I 
cannot say enough for the efforts and the support of my 
Bridge, our educators, our committee persons, 
volunteers, and my friends throughout the squadron.  
The success we enjoy is earned by each and every one of 
you.  

Throughout the five years that I have been a member 
of Waterbury Squadron so much has changed.  
Waterbury Squadron may not be the largest squadron in 
D/1 but we are certainly among the most active both on 
the water and in the classroom.  The level of 
participation and enthusiasm in our courses, our social 
activities, and the summer cruises is now even greater 
than when I joined.  This is without a doubt a direct 

result of the time and energy given by our many 
volunteers.  This does not mean we have enough, mind 
you, so if you have not volunteered yet, it’s not too late!   

Among the many of you who have volunteered to 
perform service to the squadron, educate the boating 
public, or support our activities, are two exceptional 
people who together have given over 55 years of service 
to Waterbury Squadron.  It is safe to say that there is 
probably not an active member in WPS that has not 
served with, taught with, or been taught by P/C Mike 
Camarata and P/C Carol Zipke.  Their story is 
showcased in this Beacon and, if you are unaware, they 
will be retiring from service to Waterbury Squadron this 
year to pursue a life upon the water aboard S/V Infinite 
Improbability.  So please read and enjoy their story and 
join with me in saying thank you to Mike and Carol for 
their service to us and the squadron.   

“Volunteers aren't paid, not because they are 
worthless, but because they are priceless.”  
Anonymous 

See you on Irish Night! 
����� .�

P.S. If you have a story, anecdote or just a personal 
thank you that you would like to share in next month’s 
Beacon with Mike and 
Carol, please email our 
editor,  Jeanie Quigley at 
jean.missruby@yahoo.com   
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Wednesday, 17 March – 1900 

ELECTION of OFFICERS 
See Nominations on Page 4 

Home of Karen and Paul “O’Rosa” 
107 Ransom Hall Road, Wolcott, CT 

Children are Welcome 

Irish Pot Luck Dinner 
Karen is making Corned Beef and Cabbage 

Other suggestions  – Think Irish  
Reuben Sandwiches, Bangers and Mash, Shepherds 
Pie, Salmon, Seafood Chowder, Salads, Apple Pie… 

Use your imagination ! 

BYO – Beer or Wine 
 

RSVP: Karen Rosa pkasrosa@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

Admin Report   
By AO Dave Packer 203-592-5258 

Founder’s Night 

Canvas Presentation Tops 
Thirty members were on hand at Founder’s Night for 

a delicious pasta dinner at Cugino’s and the excellent 
presentation by Chad Zawisza from Sunnyside Marine 
Upholstery in Chester, CT. Not only did he tell us about 
canvas and upholstery, he also told us how to care for it, 
and what products to use. He also had samples of 
materials even including carpeting. We are all more 
knowledgeable of what to get if 
getting new canvas or carpeting and 
also how to take care of it. A million 
thanks to Chad for a most informative 
and interesting evening. We hope our 
squadron members needing these 
services will consider Chad for your 
purchase. Be sure to tell him you’re 
from Waterbury Power Squadron and 
thank him for his presentation. 
         
 
 
 

 

                 WPS Change of Watch  

                          COW 

         Saturday, 17 April 2010 

                    Time: 1830 

             Continental Room 
          1006 New Haven Rd., Naugatuck 

Buffet Dinner 
 Will include: Caesar Salad, Penne Ala Vodka, Chicken Marsala, 

Sliced Roast Beef, Eggplant Parmagiana, Garlic Mashed Potato,  

Chef Select Vegetable, Dessert, Coffee – Tea, Fountain soft drinks 

$25 per person, incl. tax and tip 

RSVP to Dave Packer 203-592-5258 
d-packer@sbcglobal.net     

OR 
Linda Miller 203-671-2454 or lindamiller99@hotmail.com 

Members soak up the information about 
canvas and canvas care Chad is giving them 
at the Founder’s night program. 
 

Looking for WPS logo wear? 
See Randy Raines. 
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Education Report 
Prepare for a Dream Summer 
Three courses are starting in the next few weeks

By ASEO Michael Marino, AP 203-768-2486

ABC 3 rd Edition Boating Course  – The boating course is nearing completion, with a dozen students. The 
final exam is scheduled for March 9, 2010. 

Piloting  – The exams have been graded and four candidates passed. Congratulations to our newest pilots: John 
Altmann, Tom McDermott, Karen Poole, and Tom Poole 

Operations Training  – A one-day USPS operations training course was given by District 1 personnel on Feb 
27, 2010. Congratulations to the 5 students who attended: Tom Davis, Jon Dayton, Gary McGuire, Michael 
Marino, and Paul Rosa. 

Marine Communications Systems  – Thirteen students have been learning all about communications 
aboard from Mike Marino, assisted by Mike Camarata. The final exam is scheduled for March 11, 2010. 

Three courses are starting in the next few weeks  – Please call Doug Burdett (203) 768-2486 
or Mike Marino (203) 598-0655 if you are interested in one of these courses. 

Seamanship  - The class is scheduled to begin 
Monday, March 22, at the First Congregational Church, 
40 Deforest St, Watertown.  Tom Davis will be 
instructing.   Seamanship adds foundational information 
for continuing boater education. The course contents 
should facilitate knowledge development for increased 
safe operation of recreational boats. Emphasis within the 
course has been placed on higher level boating skills, 
rules of the road, and marlinspike.  

Sail - The class is scheduled to begin Monday, March 
22, at the Yankee Gas Facility, Eagle St, Waterbury.  
Bob Farnum will be instructing. Sail begins with basic 
boat designs, rigging and sail processes for the non-
sailor.  The course proceeds into the physical aspects of 
sailing, sail applications, marlinespike, helmsmanship, 

and handling of more difficult sailing conditions, 
navigation rules, and an introduction to heavy weather 
sailing. Sail 1 and Sail 2 have been replaced by a single 
course – Sail. 

Cruise Planning  - The class is scheduled to begin 
Tuesday, March 23, at Swift Middle School, 250 
Colonial Street, Oakville.  Doug Burdett will be 
instructing.  The course is designed for members who 
plan to cruise for just a day or for a year-in either a sail 
or powerboat. Topics include: cruise preparation and 
planning, boat and equipment, anchors and anchoring, 
security, chartering, cruising outside the United States, 
crew and provisioning, voyage management, 
communications, navigation, weather, and emergencies. 

 
Planned Course Offerings for the Next Few Years. 
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United States Power Squadrons ® 
Sail and Power boating 

District 1  – Spring  Conference   
Saturday, 27 March 2010  

TIME: 0900 

Groton Inn and Suites 
99 Gold Star Highway , Groton, CT 

HOST: New London Power Squadron 

Luncheon: $22 by 3/17; thereafter $25 

WPS members should call Craig Campbell 860-675-3949 or 
Jon Dayton 203-758-2582 for more information and to attend.  
For Registration and Reservations visit:   
 

Bridge Officers 2009 -2010 

Commander Craig Campbell, AP 860-675-3949 camp5618@sbcglobal.net  
Executive Officer Jonathan Dayton, AP 203-758-2582 daytnuts@sbcglobal.net  
Education Officer Douglas Burdett, SN 203-723-2169 dsburdett@comcast.net  
Admin Officer David Packer 203-592-5258 d-packer@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary Linda Miller, S 203-272-8065 lindamiller99@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Karen Rosa, AP 203-879-5455 pkasrosa@yahoo.com  
Law Officer Peter M. Clark, AP 203-263-0421 pmclaw@snet.net  
Asst Education Ofc Michael Marino, AP 203-598-0655 mmarino@sara.com  
Ch Vessel Safety  
     Check Program Paul Rosa, JN 203-879-5455 prosarhi@yahoo.com  
 

The Pharos Beacon 
 

Publication of the Waterbury Power Squadron 
  Waterbury, CT 
Published monthly except July and August 
Editor: Jeanie Quigley, AP 
   jean.missruby@yahoo.com;  
   203-525-1764 
Photography by: Mike Camarata SN;   
    Karen Rosa AP 
Published by:  
    Karen Rosa, AP and Paul Rosa, JN 
Web site: www.waterburypowersquadron.com  

                              NOMINATIONS for Offic ers of the Bridge 2010-2011 
Elections to be held 17 March 2010 

                Home of Karen and Paul Rosa, 107 Ra nsom Hall Rd, Wolcott, CT 
Commander Jonathan Dayton 
Executive Officer Craig Campbell 
Admin Officer Linda Miller 
Educational Officer Michael Marino 
Asst. Educational Officer Douglas Burdett 
Secretary Linda Miller 
Treasurer Karen Rosa 

 
                                                                                     
Ever Stop to Think? 

Ten months of the year WPS sends 
out the Pharos Beacon. For each one 
mailed there is postage - $.44, paper 

$.02, copying $.08, time (priceless). That’s $.54 x 10 = 
$5.40. In addition to that, YOU the recipient, has to cope 
with that paper. 

Now we do understand it’s wonderful to have the 
Pharos Beacon on the table to read or share with your 
spouse or family along with your coffee or tea, or simply 
to have as a reminder of upcoming activities. But maybe 
you only need to print out a couple of pages and you 
could do that yourself. 

WPS has set up an emailing system whereby you can 
read your Beacon on-line, or print out all or part of it, 
without having it take up space on your computer. This 
might be just the way to go, and you’ll even get it in 
FULL COLOR! In addition, you can always find all 
issues on-line at our website: 
waterburypowersquadron.com 

If you’re willing to forgo the hard copy via snail 
mail, PLEASE email Karen and Paul Rosa at 
pkasrosa@yahoo.com , and we’ll discontinue mailing . 

 

�1�2�7�(�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���&�U�X�L�V�H���6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�1�2�7�(�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���&�U�X�L�V�H���6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�1�2�7�(�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���&�U�X�L�V�H���6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H�1�2�7�(�����$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V���W�R���&�U�X�L�V�H���6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H����������������
������ ��� ��������� ��  ����	����	����	����	� ���	
��	
�����		
��	
�����		
��	
�����		
��	
�����	� ���	�����	������	�����	������	�����	������	�����	������	 			
������ ��	 			 				 ���������	���������	���������	���������	� ���				
��	
����	 ��
��	
����	 ��
��	
����	 ��
��	
����	 ��	 			
��������

��������

�3�3�3�3�D�G�G�O�H�U�V�D�G�G�O�H�U�V�D�G�G�O�H�U�V�D�G�G�O�H�U�V���%�H���6�$�)�(���%�H���6�$�)�(���%�H���6�$�)�(���%�H���6�$�)�(����������������
�7�K�H���:�D�W�H�U���L�V���&�2�/�'�7�K�H���:�D�W�H�U���L�V���&�2�/�'�7�K�H���:�D�W�H�U���L�V���&�2�/�'�7�K�H���:�D�W�H�U���L�V���&�2�/�'��������

�/�L�I�H���-�D�F�N�H�W�V���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���/�L�I�H���-�D�F�N�H�W�V���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���/�L�I�H���-�D�F�N�H�W�V���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���/�L�I�H���-�D�F�N�H�W�V���5�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��–���������2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�����0�D�\���������0�D�\���������0�D�\���������0�D�\��������������

���)�U�R�P���W�K�H���&�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�F�X�W���%�R�D�W�H�U’�V���*�X�L�G�H��������������

Life jackets must be worn by anyone in a manually 
propelled vessel from October 1 through May 31 (must 
be Type I, II, III, V or V-hybrid). 
(See exception for vessels under appropriate monitoring as 
noted in the Connecticut Boater’s Guide 2009) 
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Meet Past Commanders Carol A. Zipke  SN & Michael Camarata  SN 

Ahoy! and Happy Sailing to Carol & Mike on Infinite Improbability  
Twenty-eight years 

ago Carol Zipke and 
Mike Camarata took 
their places in the 
Waterbury Power 
Squadron (WPS), and 
they’re still with us. 
What brought them to 
WPS, and why have 
they stayed? Last 
month you read about 
Carol, who has been 
our historian for over 
20 years. Now, as 

Carol and Mike are 
about to venture forth as 

full-time cruisers aboard their 44 foot catamaran SV Infinite 
Improbability, it seems time to tell you about this remarkable 
couple who have given much to the Waterbury Power 
Squadron and District 1 (D/1) of the United States Power 
Squadrons® (USPS®). 

Carol and Mike both grew up in Southington, began dating 
late in their senior year, and married a little more than four 
years later in 1974. Though they’d had only minor exposure to 
boating, the summer before they married they bought a car-top 
type sailboat and enjoyed sailing on some of Connecticut’s 
lakes.  

Carol says, “We liked to go on the river, but our day sailor 
had no motor.” 

Mike adds, “Around 1980 we chartered a 41’ Morgan Out 
Island sailboat (including a captain) in the BVI with another 
couple. We fell in love with sailing, and in late 1982 bought a 
sailboat big enough for Long Island Sound, 23 feet.”  

During the winter of 1982- 83 they read about a boating 
course being taught by the Waterbury Power Squadron, and 
realized the need for some education to operate safely on the 
Sound. Though Mike had a time conflict with a course he was 
taking at UConn Waterbury, Carol enrolled in the boating 
class. As she finished the boating course, Bill Eppihimer and 
Hal Crepon, WPS’s boating course instructor/organizers, 
reached out to Carol as a student and to both of them as 
boaters, and welcomed them into the squadron. 

Recalls Mike,” We were a little leery since USPS® had just 
allowed women members in November 1982. There was 
opportunity for further learning and meeting other boaters, but 
the history with women was suspect.” 

Carol joined the squadron as an Active Member, having 
completed the boating course, and Mike as a family member. 

Their concern proved unwarranted. Their daughter was born 
that year (1983), and they brought her to meetings.  

“We handed her off as we entered and picked her up on the 
way out,” Carol recalls. “At the first COW we attended, we 
met some District 1 people – D/C, DEO, spouses, etc – who 
also made us feel welcome. Soon we were taking the advanced 
grade and electives courses.” 

Carol Elected First Female Commander  
In 1984, Cdr Ed March asked Carol to become the editor 

of the Pharos Beacon. The next year she became Executive 
Officer. The new commander, Vin Zdanis, had no Admin 
Officer. Carol learned the ropes by handling many of the tasks 
that an Admin officer does now. As she became more 
involved, she recognized each position needed to be filled 
with that person doing their job. In 1986 Carol was elected the 
22nd, and first, and to date the only, female Commander of 
WPS. Unknown to them, there were some that wondered if it 
was appropriate for a woman to be commander. Any 
reservations rapidly vanished when the squad saw how Carol 
did the job and got others to do their jobs without ticking them 
off, a skill that Mike 
admits still eludes him. 
One objector became an 
enthusiastic supporter 
and years later, 
apologized to Carol and 
Mike for the questions 
he raised at the time. It 
appears that Carol’s two 
years as commander 
marked the start of the 
modern era of WPS. When Carol and Mike joined WPS, there 
were about 60 members, many older folks who no longer had 
a boat or were content to have boating activities at a marina. 
Carol remembers the Alexanders who also joined as a result of 
the boating course. They were good at getting other class 
members involved. Under Carol’s leadership, younger 
members joined WPS and on-the-water cruises and activities 
increased. WPS celebrated its 25th anniversary with a dinner 
dance with 150 people attending, including associates from 
D/1 and other squadrons. By the end of Carol’s two terms as 
commander, the squad numbered 103 members. Their 
involvement didn’t end there. By the time Mike had achieved 
grades in Seamanship and Piloting, he realized he’d like to 
become an active member and was able to take and pass the 

Carol, right, with daughter Heather 
and Piggy Sue. 

Mike and Carol with a toast to 
sailing and the cruising life. 
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exam for the “boating course,” which he’d never taken. 
Mike became SEO while Carol accepted the appointment of 
Historian. Two years later, in 1990, Mike was elected 
Commander. Meanwhile, these two dedicated members 
continued with their boating education, sometimes together 
but often at different times. They both achieved Full 
Certificates, now designated as grade SN, in 1995. 

In 1986, Carol and Mike moved from Wolcott to 
Wallingford and gave some thought to changing squadrons. 
WPS seemed a little different from other squadrons in the 
district. Mike recalls, “I cannot tell you how many times 
someone at a District 1 meeting or event would say, ‘you 
have a lot of people here,’ or ‘you have that many classes?’ or 
‘you've done that?’ or ‘you have how many people in your 
boating class??!!’ or just ‘Wow!’ It still happens.” 

Participation in D/1 
In the early 1990’s they also became involved in District 1. 

Carol’s work with the WPS history got D/1’s attention; and 
not only did she become their historian, but they both dove 
into D/1 activities. 

Mike remembers, “I chaired the Sail Race Committee for a 
few years in the early 90’s. There was a revival of the District 
Cruise tradition, and we both ran that a couple of years, too, 
probably not at the same time. In the late 90’s I was Liaison 
Officer.”  

Mike turned down opportunities to be DEO and District 
Admin. His daughters 
activities in middle 
school, as well as 
squadron activities, 
were his priority. At 
the time, D/1 Bridge 
Officers were mostly 
retired and had the 
time. Now that they'll 

have the time, 
they’re leaving the 
area. So it goes. 

Carol has enjoyed the squadron boating activities. “It’s 
fun visiting on each others boats. The D/1 sail races are 
great, too. One time I did the sail race with two other 
women. We practiced the whole week before the race. We 
sailed wearing big straw hats with ribbons and wore white 
gloves. The race was on one very windy day. The wind came 
up and knocked our sailboat down. We didn’t finish, but we 
sure had a grand time.”  

Mike and Carol also both began helping out in WPS with 
teaching in the mid-80’s and have been instructors since then. 
They started with chapters or sections of a course, then entire 
courses – Seamanship, Cruise Planning, Sail, etc. Most 
recently, Mike has been teaching Marine Communications, 

particularly the sections on 
communications regulations, with 
Michael Marino. 

A Link to the Past 
One of the great contributions 

Carol and Mike continue to make 
as members since 1983 is the 
ability to link the past and the 
present. They’ve heard the stories 

from the early members and 
those since. They are a wealth 
of knowledge and history, 

with experience to pass on. P/C Howard Vagt and his wife 
Mary Jane also link the 60’s to this century. 

Mike relays this experience: “A member couple with a 
sailboat was off of plum gut. The wife went below and saw 
crackers floating. Was there a hole in their boat? They headed 
toward a beach. Then she tasted the water. Fresh! Apparently 
they had a hole in their freshwater tank. Years later the same 
thing happened to us. I investigated, tasted – FRESH. Our 
water tank was leaking. 

Telling stories and relating activities helps us – One 
generation or one boater to the next.” 

One more story from Mike: 
“On our boat the helmsman is the captain, makes the 

decisions, but will ask for consultation, if necessary. If the 
other person feels strongly they can 'ask' for the helm and take 
all responsibility for the crunching sound that could follow. 
Carol and I were in our Pearson 35, Perfectly Normal, 
traveling from Cuttyhunk to Onset, which is just inside the 
Cape Cod Canal. She was on the helm. It was very hazy, 
slightly foggy with visibility under 3 nm. She saw the bridge 
of a ship approaching slightly to starboard and asked me if she 
should move more to port to stay clear. Good consultation as 
this is not the normal procedure in Buzzard's Bay. With 
binoculars, I took a look, then went below to check the charts 
and our position. Took another look. Then I said we should 

give him right of way by leaving 
him well to starboard as the ship 
was actually Cleveland Ledge 
Lighthouse. We could only see 
the 'light' portion of the building, 
which looked like a ship’s 
bridge, and nothing below it.  

My favorite part of the 
squadron is the learning that gets 

done at social occasions by hearing stories like this one.” 
We, the Waterbury Power Squadron, thank Carol and 

Mike for all they have given to us. We wish them safe sailing, 
perfect winds, and wonderful adventures. And please bring us, 
or send us, more stories. 

Mike, right, teaches navigation with 
Randy Raines for the ABC Course. 

We’re going to miss our “party” boat. 
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13 Mar Saturday – Day long - Saltwater Sportsman National Seminar Series, Mohegan Sun Casino, Uncasville, CT 
Presenter is George Poveromo host of World of Saltwater Fishing on ESPN2. www.nationalseminarseries.com 

17 Mar Wednesday – 1900 Irish Night – Irish Pot Luck – Children Welcome 
Home of Paul and Karen Rosa, 107 Ransom Hall Road, Wolcott, CT 

20 Mar Saturday – 0900-1700 – Paddle Smart presents Water, Wings, and Fire – CT Fire Academy, Windsor Locks CT 

22 Mar Mondays – 1900 Seamanship – 1st Congregational Church, 40 Deforest St, Watertown  

22 Mar Mondays – 1900 Sail – Yankee Gas, Eagle St, Waterbury 

23 Mar Tuesdays – 1900 Cruise Planning – Swift Middle School Eagle St, Waterbury 

26 Mar Friday – 1900 – D/1 Spring Conference Meeting, Groton Motor Inn 

07 Apr Wednesday – 1900 Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 
                934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 

05 Apr Mondays – 1900 Seamanship – 1st Congregational Church, 40 Deforest St, Watertown 

05 Apr Mondays – 1900 Sail – Yankee Gas, Eagle St, Waterbury 

06 Apr Tuesdays – 1900 Cruise Planning – Swift Middle School, Eagle St, Waterbury 

17 Apr Saturday – 1830 – Change of Watch – Continental Room, 1006 New Haven Rd., Naugatuck 
  Buffet Dinner $25/pp incl. tax & tip.  

05 May Wednesday – 1900 Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 
                934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 

19 May Wednesday – 1900 Capt. Bert Daniels, retired USCG, will discuss his years in the Coast Guard.  
Cugino’s Restaurant, 1410 Highland Ave, Cheshire, CT   

 

Infinite Improbability 


