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COMMANDER’S  REPORT  –  EXTRA! EXTRA! Read It in The Beacon !         
By Commander Craig Campbell, AP 

Happy New Year 
Waterbury Squadron!  
With the frantic rush of the 
holiday season now behind 
us, we have once again set 
off to share our knowledge 
and extend our efforts 
toward building a better 
educated, safer, and more 

enjoyable boating community.  The “?Spring?” public 
course, now the “Americas Boating Course,” is underway 
Tuesday evenings, 1900 at Swift Middle School in 
Watertown.  Come on over and show your support for our 
team of instructors and lend a hand with the course.  It is a 
great opportunity to stay involved and talk boating while 
we anticipate the coming boating season. 

We have also been preparing for our Pasta Dinner to be 
held the 20th of this month (See Pg 2) and have scheduled 
the Monthly Membership meetings and Educational 
offerings for the coming year (See Pg 7).  We have 
recapped recent events and shared photos of some of our 
many activities.  Information on all of these can be found 
right here in your newsletter, the Pharos Beacon.  Our 
Beacon is the primary communications tool of the 
Squadron; and although we have recently added our 
participation in SailAngle.com, we will continue to rely on 
the Beacon as our regular means of sharing information.   

WPS Pharos Beacon  Receives Award 
There is something new, however, that has not been in a 

Pharos Beacon during my short time with WPS.  In this 
month’s Pharos Beacon you will see a new logo, the “2009 
Distinction in Journalism” presented by USPS to our 
Squadron.  This award recognizes our publication for 
excellence in our journalistic efforts and for meeting 
particular criteria for content, coverage and appearance.  
Not that we weren’t worthy prior to this, but we were 
missing the boat on a few of the technicalities. Personally, I 
think we have one of the finest newsletters in our District, 

and I read them all.  I am very proud of the Pharos Beacon 
and I hope that each of you is also.   

For this effort, my thanks and congratulations first to 
our Editor, Jeanie Quigley, who we haven’t seen in months, 
but is with us every month with the Beacon.  You do a 
wonderful job and have transformed the Beacon into the 
pride of WPS.  My thanks also to our Publishers, Paul and 
Karen Rosa, who print and distribute the Beacon each and 
every month.  Without them, the Beacon would remain just 
a bunch of electrons running around inside Jeanie’s 
computer.  Thank you both for your quiet, constant and 
reliable service to our squadron.  And Karen, a special 
thanks for the photos that adorn so much of each issue.  
You capture the best of our memories.  Thanks also to the 
Bridge and to all Members who have contributed articles 
and photos throughout the year.   And for all of you that 
haven’t yet submitted a contributing article, there is no 
better time than 2010 to do so.  We would love to hear your 
story and share it through the Beacon.  Tell us your 
thoughts, email your 
editor (that address too 
can be found here!)   
Again, Happy New 
Year and see you at the 
Pasta Dinner. 
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Pasta, meatballs, sausage, and bread/butter will be 

provided. Cheese sauce for vegetarians 
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1800 - Volunteers Arrive To Help 

RSVP to Dave Packer 203-592-5258 

Bring a side dish, salad, or dessert. 
No Alcoholic Beverages Please 
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This is always a premier membership event.  
New members, come and be sworn in  

and meet the rest of the squad. 
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Wednesday, February 17 – 1900 

Cugino's Restaurant 
1410 Highland Ave, Cheshire, CT 06410 

All you can eat pasta and salad  
$11.50 p.p. including tax and tip 

Program: Marine Canvas Maintenance and Repair 

RSVP: Call Dave Packer 203-592-5258 

 Admin Report   
By AO Dave Packer 203-592-5258 

Kathie Burdett Takes First Prize at D/1 Holiday Par ty 
If you were going to a 50’s theme party, what would you 

plan to wear? Well, of course – SOCKS! Remember all those 
sock hops after the basketball games? Evidently, Kathie 
Burdett was right on the money with bobby socks and a 
poodle circle skirt, not to mention the Hula Hoop. And just 
look at that very cool sweater.  

“I won first prize for the best dressed at the 50’s sock 
hop,” says Kathie. “What a hoot……… And doesn’t my hair 
look like LESLEY GORE??????????????” 
CONGRATULATIONS Kathie, you represent us as the fun 
loving group of folks we are. Ten WPS members joined the 
party with over 100 others in District One, contributing to the 
Toys for Tots collection as well. You see, even in winter… 

Boating is Fun….We’ll show you how! 

See you at the Pasta Dinner! 

����������	�
Wednesday, March 17 – 1900 

Home of Karen and Paul “O’Rosa” 
107 Ransom Hall Road, Wolcott, CT 

Children are Welcome 

Irish Pot Luck Dinner 
Karen is making Corned Beef and Cabbage 

Other suggestions : 
Reuben Sandwiches, Bangers and Mash, Shepherds 
Pie, Salmon, Seafood Chowder, Salads, Apple Pie… 

Use your imagination : 
 

RSVP: Karen Rosa pkasrosa@yahoo.com 
 

Save the Date 

CHANGE OF WATCH 

April 17, 2010 



 3 

Bridge Officers 2009 -2010 

Commander Craig Campbell, AP 860-675-3949 camp5618@sbcglobal.net  
Executive Officer Jonathan Dayton, AP 203-758-2582 daytnuts@sbcglobal.net  
Education Officer Douglas Burdett, SN 203-723-2169 dsburdett@comcast.net  
Admin Officer David Packer 203-592-5258 d-packer@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary Linda Miller, S 203-272-8065 lindamiller99@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Karen Rosa, AP 203-879-5455 pkasrosa@yahoo.com  
Law Officer Peter M. Clark, AP 203-263-0421 pmclaw@snet.net  
Asst Education Ofc Michael Marino, AP 203-598-0655 mmarino@sara.com  
Ch Vessel Safety  
     Check Program Paul Rosa, JN 203-879-5455 prosarhi@yahoo.com  
 

Education Report 
Students Prepare for Safe, Knowledgeable Boating an d Summer Fun 
By SEO Doug Burdett, SN 203-768-2486 

Advanced Piloting  – The exams have been graded 
and all eleven candidates passed with high grades.  All 
grades were in the 90’s with an average of 95.  
Congratulations to instructor Peter Clark for managing 
to get 100% graduation rate for such a large class.   

And more to the point, congratulations to the 
students: 
 Jon Dayton Wes Quigley, Jr  
 Brenda Kunin Wes Quigley, III 
 Mike Marino Karen Rosa 
 Gary McGuire Curt Smith 
 Dave Piel Carl Wehmann 
 Jeanie Quigley 

Piloting  – Classes have been completed and the 
students are working on their take-home exams. 
Marine Communications Systems  – Another 
brand new course has begun with an amazing enrollment 
of thirteen students.

Boating Course  – The first class was held on 
Tuesday January 4 at Swift Middle School 250 Colonial 
Street, Oakville.  We currently have eleven students.  
There is still time for more students to join.  Tell your 
friends and family about the course. 
All members are encouraged to come and check out the 
new reformatted course.  We usually have about a dozen 
members in attendance.  Come join us and maybe brush 
up on your boating skills while helping out. 

Future Classes  These courses will all begin after the 
boating course finishes. 

Cruise Planning  – Instructor – Tom Winters.  
This is a schedule change from prior calendar 

 Seamanship  – Instructor – Tom Davis 

 Sail 1  – Instructor – Bob Farnum

 
Educational Plan for 2009-2011 (subject to change) 

Years Planned course offerings for the next two education years
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The Pharos Beacon 
 

Publication of the Waterbury Power Squadron 
  Waterbury, CT 
Published monthly except July and August 
Editor: Jeanie Quigley, AP 
   jean.missruby@yahoo.com;  
   203-525-1764 
Photography by: Doug Burdett SN;   
    Jeanie Quigley 
Published by:  
    Karen Rosa, AP and Paul Rosa, JN 
Web site: www.waterburypowersquadron.com  
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Meet the Editor: Jeanie Quigley – An Autobiography 
On numerous occasions the 

Bridge has suggested that we do an 
article on the Editor of the Pharos 
Beacon, much as we have done 
“Meet the Bridge.”  In light of the 
recent 2009 Distinction in 
Journalism award, this seemed the 
month to talk to you about your 
Editor of the Pharos Beacon. 

Born in Ambler, Pennsylvania 
shortly before America’s entry into 
WWII, I began early life with a 

father serving his country as a doctor and Major in the 
US Army in charge of a 500 bed hospital in North Africa 
and later Italy. One of four sisters, I was privileged to be 
part of a family that enjoyed music, especially singing 
together with Dad on the banjo. We had no TV and were 
happy to spend lots of time outdoors. My gentle Mom 
baked the best pies, while Dad was a 
family physician serving that 
community for over 50 years. 
Dedication and caring were paramount 
examples in our lives. 

An interest in dressmaking led me to 
an AS degree in Fashion Design at 
Endicott Jr. College (now Endicott 
College), but I quickly followed 
graduation into marriage, the dream of 
the 1960’s, when I married Wes in 1961. 
Looking back, I was able to be a stay-at-home mom with 
two daughters of pre-school age. Though I was 
theoretically at home, I helped milk cows or cared for 
crops, and later managed our 240 calf veal operation, as 
Wes moved from electro-mechanical technician to farm 
operations to facilities engineering. Though we have 
lived numerous places, we always seemed to come back 
to Connecticut, and here we added a son to our family.  

Seven years later, I too moved into administration 
and industry, learning computer skills on the job. We 
lived almost four years in Australia. As we roamed 
through the Perth Boat Show, we met Wendy and Peter 
of the Ocean Reef Sea Rescue Group, and learned about 
their group and that they also had a Cadet group for kids. 
We showed up at their meeting the next night and began 
a four year adventure of training, sea rescue duty, and 
searches, as well as weekends on our 23’ boat at 
Rottnest Island. Incredible experiences and friendships 
were our reward, and I fell, hook, line and sinker, into 
boating. 

Back in the USA, I was again rewarded with 
administrative jobs and continued to build computer 
skills. In my last employment of 12 years, I worked for 
an incredible human services organization, Marrakech, 

Inc. based in Woodbridge, CT, and serving people with 
mental, physical, and behavioral challenges, as 
Executive Assistant to the Executive Director. In 
addition to my responsibilities as Executive Assistant, I 
also was Editor of their newsletter Marrakech 
Expressions, and their annual report. The organization, 
the people, and the work were always challenging and 
always an inspiration and motivation. 

In the meantime, my husband and son, Wes and Wes 
III, were building a business, WHQ Woodworks. In 
1998 while looking to buy a home I said, “We don’t 
want a house, we want a boat. If we buy a house, there 
will never be time for a boat.” So began our dream of 
owning a boat. That led to the building of Miss Ruby, 
seven years of nights and weekends, and moving aboard 
full time in September 2007.  

In January 2007, we knew the time was at hand to re-
take the CT Boating Certification course simply to 

refresh our knowledge. So Three, 
Courtney, Wes, and I signed up, and went 
on to join the Waterbury Power Squadron. 
Wes and I were on countdown to moving 
aboard Miss Ruby and dove into whatever 
courses were available – Seamanship, 
Weather, Small Engine Maintenance. We 
were taking three classes, trying to finish 
Miss Ruby, downsize WHQ Woodworks, 
close an apartment, and retire. I guess we 
were NUTS, but somehow we managed it 

all. For several months after moving aboard our 
retirement boat we didn’t do one thing other than cruise. 

A year later, sitting on Knot Bad after the Port Jeff 
clam bake, Randy once again asked for someone with 
computer skills to take over the Pharos Beacon. “I’ll do 
it,” I said. The next morning he asked, “Were you drunk 
or did you mean it about The Beacon?” 

There comes a time when you know you’re ready 
again to take on a challenge. We wanted to “give back” 
to this organization 
that has given us so 
much. Though I am 
the Editor, my first 
mate, Wes, is my 
trusted proof reader. 
It’s not just the 
education and 
sociability; it’s the 
friendship and 
encouragement of 
everyone we meet in person or on-line. Waterbury 
Power Squadron is about enabling each and every person 
to be a safe and happy boater. It’s a team. We want to 
continue to be part of that for a long time to come. 

Miss Ruby appears out of the mist. 
Frankfort, MI Lake Michigan. 

Three, Courtney, Sam, Wes,  
and Jeanie on Miss Ruby. 
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Waterbury Pharos Beacon  Earns 2009 Distinction in Journalism 
Your Contributions Will be a Welcome Addition 
By Jeanie Quigley 

It’s always uplifting to have a special recognition, but 
when a few days before Christmas, Doug Burdett 
emailed the USPS link to the 2009 Distinction in 
Journalism award for our Pharos Beacon, I have to 
admit that the holiday stress melted away, and I sailed 
through the last of the loving tasks yet to be done. Wes 
heard my shouts out on the dock. 

What’s the big deal, you say?  
At a Bridge meeting last March I responded to an 

email I’d received from Karen Rosa about the 
requirements for this award. “HOW DO WE GET 
THIS?” I asked. Well, Doug Burdett has gotten it, and 
Carol Zipke has gotten it. I bet most of you didn’t even 
know they were EDITORS at one time. Communication 
is such a key, and then and there I was given some of the 
minute details needed to have our Squadron receive this 
award, i.e. page numbers, volume and issue numbers, 
editorial block, requirements for the masthead. You get 
the picture.  

But that’s not all. Your commander should have a 
“motivational message.”  It should not be a repeat of the  

admin report of activities or the educational report of the 
SEO. I can edit those reports but, in all honesty, I’m 
quite hesitant to re-write them. They might fire me, and I 
like my job as Editor. Nor do I have the remotest wish to 
write their reports.  

We need monthly Safety articles or hints. Have you 
had a personal experience? 

We’re even supposed to have articles and photos 
from all of you, our members. Dave Piel has given us a 
couple of wonderful “Fish Tales,” and we’d like to have 
more. Have you had a great or harrowing experience? It 
sure isn’t limited to fishing. Maybe your kids have a 
story to tell. Have them write it, and send it in with their 
name. We all learn from your adventures. 
EMAIL THEM TO ME!  jean.missruby@yahoo.com.  

As you can see, they and we came through, and gave 
the best we had to give you the BEST information on 
what’s happening in the Waterbury Power Squadron. 
Each and every experience of an individual or a group, 
either in the Squadron or on the water, is invaluable to a 
fellow boater. Take part in our Pharos Beacon. 

Thank you to all that have made 
the Pharos Beacon a valuable 
communication tool for the 
Waterbury Power Squadron and 
have contributed to our 2009 
Distinction in Journalism. We 
will proudly display these logos. 

 
SailAngle to Replace Mail Lists 
New Communications Tool for USPS and Waterbury Squa dron – 
Sign Up Now  by Mike Marino ASEO 

The long term goal is to have all WPS members on SailAngle and use SailAngle 
as our primary internet communications tool. This helps in two ways:  

1) We currently don't distribute the WPS email list to all our members - 
SailAngle allows our members to link to other members,  

2) SailAngle solves the logistics problem of a) keeping track of changing 
emails, b) getting the changes to all the members, and c) hoping that each and 
every member makes the changes. 

 However, since only a few of our members have signed up thus far (maybe 15 of 90), we'll be using both traditional 
email and SailAngle. This allows us to 1) get members used to SailAngle as a communications tool, and 2) work out any 
kinks that may arise. 

Go to www. USPS.org and click on to sign up. Have your member number ready. 
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USPS District 1 Contest 
Present an original idea or method to promote safe,  fun boating. 

 Eligible: anyone under the age 18 
Here is a unique project for your kids, grandkids, scout troops, or their friends during the 
winter to spark their interest in safe and fun boat ing. Work as an individual or in a group. 

Class A:  up to age 10 
Class B:  age 10 – 14  
Class C:  age 15 – 17 
Groups will use the same age 
classifications with the oldest 
member setting the class.   

Guidelines 
1. This contest is open to anyone under the age of 18 

yrs.  May be relatives, friends, scouts, or 
strangers.   

2. A working model, or full size, of invention must be 
displayed at the Spring 2010 District 1 
Conference. In place of a model invention maybe 
explained using posters, graphs, etc. 

3. Contestants may work alone or work as a group. 
Ownership of idea or invention will remain the 
property of participant unless given to the District 
in writing.             

Judging will take place during the morning breakout 
session and awards made during the luncheon. 
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USPS Goes to Disney 
2 Feb – 7 Feb 2010 
Tired of the cold and snow or already booked for 
Orlando, Florida? Maybe you’d like to represent WPS at 
the National Meeting. The following are edited excerpts 
taken from the National Meetings Committee Newsletter dated 
October 1, 2009. 

The Coronado Springs Resort 
The 2010 Annual Meeting is being held in the Orlando, 
FL area at the Disney Coronado Springs Resort, Lake 
Buena Vista, FL at Walt Disney World “Where Dreams 
Come True.” The dates are 2 February until 7 February 
2010. Peak days are Thursday, Friday and Saturday. The 
National Meetings Committee would like everyone that 
comes to have a Disney Vacation. Meetings are planned 
to allow attendees the maximum time on their own to 
enjoy Disney. For more information and to register go to 
www.usps.org. Click on News and Events, then 
calendar. 

 
BAGGAGE HANDLING “Disney Magical Express” 
(DME) 
Go DME. When you make your room reservation, you 
should ask for DME or Disney Magical Express 
if you are coming by airplane. DME gets you a free ride 
to the hotel and your baggage delivered to your room 
free. (A small tip is usually in order.) Taxi or limo could 
cost $55 to $80. 
A Few Things to Do 
Attend First Timers Meetings. 
Attend meetings in your area of interest. 
Vote. 
Dance to “Cactus Jack and the Cadillacs” at the 
Change of Watch Ceremony 
Go to the Theme Parks: 

Magic Kingdom 
EPCOT 
Hollywood Studios 
Disney’s Animal Kingdom 
“Downtown Disney” 
Disney’s Boardwalk Area 

The Marketplace 
Take a CPR class – sign up in advance 
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Waterbury Power 
Squadron 
P.O. Box 6280 
Wolcott, CT 
06716-6280 
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Jan 05 – Mar 02 – Tuesdays (if no snow cancellations) – 1900 – America’s Boating Course 
Swift Middle School, 250 Colonial Street, Oakville 

Jan 06 – Wednesday – 1900  Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 
                934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 

Jan 07 Thursdays – 1900 Marine Communications Systems, Wachovia Bank at 365 Main St. in Watertown 
 
Jan 20 – Wednesday – 1830 – Monthly Membership Meeting – Pasta Dinner and Welcome to New Members  

First Congregational Church, 40 DeForest St, Watertown  

Feb 02-07 USPS Annual Meeting – Orlando, FL 
Feb 06 – Wednesday – 1900  Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 
                934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 
Feb 04 Thursdays – 1900 Marine Communications Systems, Wachovia Bank at 365 Main St. in Watertown 

Feb 17 – Wednesday – 1900  Founder’s Night – Cugino’s Restaurant,  
1410 Highland Ave, Cheshire, CT   Program: Marine Canvas Maintenance and Repair  

presented by Chad from Sunnyside Marine Upholstery, Chester, CT 
Mar 17 – Wednesday – 1900  Irish Night – Irish Pot Luck – Children Welcome 

Home of Paul and Karen Rosa, 107 Ransom Hall Road, Wolcott, CT 


