
COMMANDER’S  REPORT    -   A Season of Thanksgiving          
By Commander Craig Campbell, AP 

Give Thanks  for families and 
friends. 

It’s again the season of Thanksgiving, 
and we are reminded of the many reasons 
and people in our lives for which we 
should give thanks. Certainly our families 
are first on our list, followed by those 
friends we hold close. For many of us, if 
not all who are reading this, the list also 
includes our friends in the Squadron. Pam 
and I are fortunate and thankful to count 
so many of you among our friends.   
Give Thanks  for work. 
As much as we may complain about work, 
the challenge of a job that inspires us and 
fills us with a sense of accomplishment is 
much to be thankful for, especially in 
these economic times.   
Give Thanks  to those who have 
served our Squadron. 

As November is Merit Mark month for 
commanders, and I review the personal 
efforts of all of you who have served the 
Squadron, I am thankful and, I must add, 
proudly surprised as I add up all that you have done to 

benefit the Squadron, 
the objectives of the 
USPS, and the 
fellowship of our group. 
So much is taken for 
granted until we stop 
and reflect. Thank  
you all. 

 
Give Thanks  to our veterans and 
the men and women in our 
armed services.    

It is fitting also that Veteran’s Day 
should fall within the month of 
Thanksgiving.  If you are fortunate to 
have the opportunity, thank a veteran.  
If you have a family member or friend 
in the armed services, thank her or him 
on behalf of each of us. We all share a 
tremendous debt to those who have 
sacrificed so much to preserve and 
protect our freedoms, and who continue 
to do so today. The members of the 
“Greatest Generation,” the veterans of 
WWII, are leaving us at the rate of over 
a thousand a day and will soon exist 
only in our hearts. But the monument 
to their sacrifice, the example of their 
lives, will not die with them. This was 
evidenced so poignantly just last week 
in the horrific events in Texas. As the 
terror was playing out and the soldiers 

began to fall, the real heroes ran toward the gunfire to 
save their comrades without regard to their own safety.   
These men and women are American examples in the 
finest of tradition.  We are so fortunate to receive their 
service. Thanks will never be enough.  
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D-1 Holiday Party 

'50s theme 
Saturday, December 12 

Manchester Country Club 

$30 per person 

See Karen Rosa, P or Cmd. Craig Campbell, AP for tickets 

 

Administration Report   
By Dave Packer  203-592-5258 

Here’s the schedule for the upcoming membership meetings. Put them on your calendar NOW so you don’t miss them 
later. It’s the perfect time to really get to know other members of WPS. Your meeting suggestions are welcome. 
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Wednesday,  November 18 

1900  
   Perrotti's Restaurant 

101 Store Rd., Middlebury 

    $5 per person   

RSVP to Dave Packer 203-592-5258 

Program: Managing the Electrical Systems on Your Bo at 

A Group Discussion 

Bring your spouse, bring your questions, and bring your dilemmas. 
If you’ve got it figured out, bring your suggestion s or solutions.

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 20 – 1900 

Pasta Dinner  

Tom Massetti and Member Volunteers 
Call Tom to Volunteer Your Help 

203 754-7225 
First Congregational Church 

40 DeForest Street, Watertown, CT 

Saturday, November 14, 2009 
District 1 Fall Conference 

Pattaconk Yacht Club - Chester, CT 

on the Connecticut River. 
Meal $15.00 - Beer/Wine by donation. 

Call Craig for more information and to attend. 

860-675-3939 
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Bridge Officers 2009 -2010 

Commander Craig Campbell, AP 860-675-3939 camp5618@sbcglobal.net  
Executive Officer Jonathan Dayton, P 203-758-2582 daytnuts@sbcglobal.net  
Education Officer Douglas Burdett, SN 203-723-2169 dsburdett@comcast.net  
Admin Officer David Packer 203-592-5258 d-packer@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary Linda Miller, S 203-272-8065 lindamiller99@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Karen Rosa, P 203-879-5455 pkasrosa@yahoo.com  
Law Officer Peter M. Clark, AP 203-263-0421 pmclaw@snet.net  
Asst. Education Ofc. Michael Marino, P 203-598-0655 mmarino@sara.com  
Ch Vessel Safety  
     Check Program Paul Rosa, JN 203-879-5455 prosarhi@yahoo.com  
 

Education Report 
Piloting, Marine Communications Coming – Sign up no w.  

By Doug Burdett, SN 203-768-2486 

Public Course  – The public boating course has 
concluded with a passing rate close to 100%. Two 
students have joined the squadron. Welcome aboard 
to Karen and Tom Poole. 

Advanced Piloting  – Exams have been ordered for 
all eleven students. Exams will likely be given around 
Thanksgiving. 

Piloting  – The Piloting course is the first in the 
sequence of USPS courses on navigation, covering the 
basics of coastal and inland navigation. 

Instructors will be Keith Benson and Tom Davis. 
Scheduled for Monday evenings at the First 
Congregational Church, 40 Deforest Street, Watertown. 
The first class will be on Monday, November 16, at 
1900.  Call Doug at 203-768-2486 to enroll. 

Marine Communications Systems  – The 
course includes the following topics:   

Radio spectrum 
MF, HF, VHF marine radios 
Radio propagation: ground waves, sky waves, 
ionospheric effects, skip zones 
Modulations: AM, FM, SSB 
Long range communications 
GMDSS: DSC, EPIRBs, PLBs, SARSAT 
FCC rules 
FRS, GMRS radios 
Operating procedures 
Maintenance & troubleshooting 

Instructor will be Mike Marino.  Scheduled for 
Thursday evenings at the Wachovia Bank,                  
365 Main Street, Watertown. The first class will be on 
December 10, at 1900.  Call Doug at 203-768-2486 to 
enroll. 

Years Planned course offerings for the next two education years
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If you haven’t sampled our new redesigned courses, you are missing out. These courses have improved so much that 
many of the students who have already passed these courses, are retaking them just to experience the new material. Why 
not check it out for yourself? 
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Meet the Bridge 
Michael Marino, P – Assistant Squadron Education Of ficer (ASEO) 
“ My main interest is any outdoor activity that I can  do with my entire family .” 

It’s only been two years since Michael Marino, P and 
his family became the happy owners of a boat, but in that 
time Mike has become an invaluable member of Waterbury 
Power Squadron. Today, he is Assistant Squadron 
Education Officer (ASEO), has served as an instructor for 
the American Boating Course, better known as the “public 
course,” and will be the instructor for Marine 
Communications Systems beginning 
next month. He must be a diver as 
well, for he surely has jumped in to 
learn and to participate. 

Born and raised in Waterbury, CT, 
Mike pursued interests in anything 
fast – motorcycles, airplanes, drag 
racing, skiing, and hiking. He spent 
his teenage years enduro racing (40 to 
100 mile off-road motorcycle racing) 
and flying airplanes at Oxford 
Airport.  

Michael lived in the Boston area 
for 10 years while attending Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology where he received Bachelor and Master 
degrees in aerospace/electrical engineering, with a 
concentration in guidance, navigation, and control systems. 
While visiting a friend in California he met his wife Ann 
who is from Southern California.  

“After 9 months of cross-country dating, I moved to 
California, and we were married 2 ½ years later,” says 
Mike. “We’ve been married for 12 years and have two 
children, Michael 9 and Bobby who is 7.” 

Mike, Ann, and the kids moved back to Middlebury in 
2006 and Mike continues to work for Scientific 
Applications and Research Associates (a small company 
based in Southern California) where he’s worked for the 
past 15 years. The family most enjoy hiking the many 
wonderful trails that Connecticut has to offer. 

So what got Mike 
into boating? “During 
our time in California, 
we lived 3 miles from the 
beach and I always 
watched boats cruise the 
Pacific and dreamed of 
being out on the water. It 
wasn’t until my buddy 
Dave Piel, fellow WPS 

member, took my boys and me fishing on his boat, that I 
realized boating would be an awesome experience for my 
family. A few months later I purchased a 29’ Trojan, Our 
Wish, which I dock at Between the Bridges Marina in Old 
Saybrook. Thanks to the raft-ups, I also own a 10’ dingy.” 

Hiking is a favorite activity for the Marino family, but it 
looks like boating is a strong competitor, at least in the 

summer. “With two young 
children, boating would not be 
possible without my wife’s 
100% cooperation and 
commitment to boating. Ann is 
the first mate on our boat, 
helping with docking, 
anchoring, and making sure we 
are well fed. She loves boating 
especially fishing and raft-ups.” 

What brought Mike to 
WPS? “My boating knowledge 
was very limited, and I wanted 

boating to be a safe and enjoyable experience for my 
family. I felt that education was a necessary step in this 
direction. Almost simultaneously with this revelation, Dave 
Piel invited me to a USPS seminar on VHF Radios and I 
joined WPS that night.” 

Since then Mike has taken Seamanship, Piloting, 
Advanced Piloting, Marine Engine Maintenance, and 
Marine Electrical Systems. He’ll be teaching Marine 
Communications Systems in December. 

Mike likes the many different aspects of boating. “Each 
time we go out, we do something different to keep the 
boating experience fresh and exciting, especially for the 
kids. At least half of our boating is spent fishing. A big 
treat this year was the four Squadron raft-ups we attended. 
The entire family loved the experience thanks to the 
kindness extended to us by all the Squadron members. The 
raft-ups took us to boating areas that we probably would 
not have gone to otherwise, and opened up a whole new 
boating lifestyle. The dingy is a nice addition because it 
allows us to go boating for an hour or two after I get home 
from work. We enjoy taking our dingy to Lake Quassapaug 
where my boys can work on their boating skills. 

“The USPS classes teach you a lot, but you gain 
invaluable boating knowledge watching and helping the 
‘gurus at work.’ 

Boating is a family affair for Mike and Ann, 
Michael and Bobby, on Our Wish. 

Paul Rosa greets Ann and Mike at 
the COW. 
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Prepare NOW!  
Make Your To Do Lists. Fix It. Replace it. Put it o n your gift list. 
By Paul Rosa, JN, Vessel Safety Check Examiner 

Yes, it is that time of year 
again when most of us are 
laying up our boats for the 
long winter period. Changing 
the oil, flushing holding 
tanks, fuel stabilizers, putting 
her on stands or back on the 
trailer, shrink-wrapping, and 
the list goes on and on. Very 

soon you will not be thinking about what the boat needs 
to get through the winter. All this will be behind you and 
out of sight and mind, except, of course, when we return 
once in a while to check out how she is enduring the 
harsh winter. 
Wait a minute ! Are you sure that there is 
nothing else left to do?    

As a vessel safety examiner a bell goes off. This is 
the time of year that we can check the items on our boats 
that we take for granted. Does that darn stern light or 
running light only work when you hold, wiggle, bump, 
or twist it a certain way? It’s time to fix it. Are your 
flares stowed in a damp location?  Find a high and dry 
area. Do you make more noise when you sneeze than 

your horn or whistle does when you 
push the button that works some of the 
time? Replace it. Have you checked that 
the personal floatation devices (life 
jackets) that you carry onboard actually 
fit someone that goes boating with you? 
Maybe you can swap sizes with a fellow 

boater. Are all of the green indicators on your inflatable 
life preservers in proper order; is the CO2 cartridge out 

of date or is the unit properly packed 
and ready for use?  Are your fire 
extinguishers in good condition and 
ready for use?  Most fire extinguishers 
can not put out a major fire aboard a 
boat, but they may be all you need to get 

yourself off of that burning vessel. 
Put It on Your Gift List 

As Tom Davis reminds us, “Each time 
you visit your boat, take her a present.” Now 
is the time to remind the people that you 
know that the holiday gift giving time of year is just 
around the corner and that you are their best friend. 
Okay. the following items are not on the regulations list 
but we believe they are equally important. In what shape 
are the anchor, line, and chain? Maybe it’s time to outfit 
a spare ground tackle. Are the bilge pumps just looking 
pretty or do they actually work?  How about another fire 
extinguisher?  Hey, I think I need a back up VHF with 
the new DSC function! Does the 50 cent first aid kit 

need to be upgraded?  Wow, I need a 
new GPS or Chart Plotter with a larger 
and better viewable screen or more up 
to date maps. Maybe it is time for 
another course by the USPS and 
Waterbury Squadron’s finest 
instructors. See the Education Report 

that Doug Burdett has for you inside this issue of The 
Pharos Beacon. (See page 3.) 

I’m hoping that none of these items are needed to 
save your life or mine, but just in case, let’s be ready. 

 
USPS District 1 Contest 

Eligible: anyone under the age 18 
Present an original idea or method to promote safe,  fun boating. 

Class A:  up to age 10 
Class B:  age 10 – 14 
Class C:  age 15 – 17 
Groups will use the same age classifications with the 
oldest member setting the class.   

Guidelines 
1. This contest is open to anyone under the age of 18 

yrs.  May be relatives, friends, scouts, or 
strangers.   

2. A working model, or full size, of invention must be 
displayed at the Spring 2010 District 1 
Conference. In place of a model invention maybe 
explained using posters, graphs, etc. 

3. Contestants may work alone or work as a group. 
Ownership of idea or invention will remain the 
property of participant unless given to the District 
in writing.             

4. Judging will take place during AM breakout 
session and awards made during the luncheon. 
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Nov 14 – District 1 Fall Conference - Pattaconk Yacht Club - Chester, CT on the Connecticut River.   

Meal $15.00 - Beer/Wine by donation. 
Call Craig for more information and to attend. 860-675-3939 

Nov 16 – Mondays – 1900 – Piloting – First Congregational Church, Watertown 
Nov 16 – Mondays – 1900 – Advanced Piloting – Wachovia Bank at 365 Main St. in Watertown 
Nov 18 – 1900 – Pizza – Perrotti's Restaurant, 101 Store Rd., Middlebury  - $5 per person 

Managing the Electrical Systems on Your Boat-A Group Discussion 

Dec 02 – 1900 – Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 
   934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire  

Dec 10 – Thursdays – 1900 – Marine Communications – Wachovia Bank at 365 Main St. in Watertown 
Dec 12 - D-1 Holiday Party at Manchester Country Club ($30pp--Craig has tickets) '50s theme 

Jan 06 – 1900 - Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 
                934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 
Jan 20 – 1830 – Monthly Membership Meeting – Pasta Dinner and Welcome to New Members 

First Congregational Church, Watertown 
 

Waterbury Power  
Squadron 
P.O. Box 6280 
Wolcott, CT 
06716-6280 
 


