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COMMANDER’S  REPORT            
By Commander Craig Campbell, AP 
 

Fall is definitely here, the last cruise 
of the summer now behind us. The 
season was a clear success in spite of the 
uncooperative weather.  But, just as we 
move on to hauling and winterizing our 
boats, our thoughts keep returning to the 
water and the fun we had.  No need to 
give up those thoughts… there will be 
many opportunities in the coming 
months to get together, retell the stories, 
recall the memories and maybe even 
share them with some new members.   
Talk to Boaters at the ABC 

The public courses are a great place to start.  Come 
out and join the ABC (America’s Boating Course) Team 
as they introduce USPS to a whole new group of boaters. 
You might likely see yourself in the eyes of some foolish 
new boat owner. Come out to the Monthly Membership 
Meetings.  September’s Pot Luck was a great time. 
Looking ahead, we are still trying to put together a 
vineyard tour, then there’s Pizza in November, holiday 
fun with the squadrons of District 1 in December, our 
Pasta Dinner in January and on and on through February 

to June.  These activities 
offer plenty of time to get 
together with your “boating 
buddies.”   
Bridge Welcomes Your 
Input 

Come join us at the 
Bridge meetings, first 
Wednesday of each month. 
They are always open to all, 
and we welcome your input 
and your help. Come out 

and take a course, one of the best member benefits of 
USPS! We have several offerings before next summer; 
just check the matrix in the Education Report.  If you 
don’t see what you want, come to a meeting and tell us 
your interest.   

    What I’m getting at here, is, that we have about six 
months of nasty weather to endure before we can once 
again return to the water, but in the meantime we can 
still get together and mess around in boats… at least in 
our thoughts and words.   Why don’t you come out and 
join us? 

 
 

Message to the Membership – Have you Renewed? 
Waterbury Squadron, like so many others, is experiencing a high rate of late 

renewals or non-renewals, be it a result of the difficult economic times or the confusion 
arising from the new “anniversary billing,” or some other reason.  Whatever that 
reason, if you have not yet renewed your membership, please, please do so today.  We 
want you back, and we need you in order for us to move forward.  If you have a friend 
or friends who might benefit from membership in WPS, please bring them in.  
Membership is what sustains the organization at the national level and provides for the 
educational programs offered at the squadron level.  Please come back and help us 
grow again. 
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 Administration Report   
By Dave Packer  203-592-5258 

Here’s the schedule for the upcoming membership meetings. Put them on your calendar NOW so you don’t miss them 
later. It’s the perfect time to really get to know other members of WPS. Your meeting suggestions are welcome. 
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Wednesday   

November 18 
1900  

 

Perrotti's Restaurant 

Middlebury, CT 

($5pp) (speaker TBD) 

 
 

       D-1 Holiday Party 

'50s theme 

Saturday, December 12 

Manchester Country Club 

         $30pp--Craig has tickets 

 

 
United States Power Squadrons® 

Sail and Power boating 

                             District 1 
                       CALL FOR 2009 FALL CONFERENC E 
                         DATE: Saturday, 14 Novembe r 2009 
                                            TIME: 0900 
            PLACE: Pattaconk Yacht Club, Dock Road,  Chester, CT 
                                 HOST: New Haven Power Squadron 
                         DRESS: Uniform F or other appropriate attire 
                                         SCHEDULE: 
                 0800 Registration. Ships Store, Coffee, Raffle Tickets 

                                                                       0900 Opening Session 
This should be a warmer experience at this new venue and we hope you’ll participate.  
Three break-out sessions may be of particular interest:  

·  On the Water Training – Become a Trainee for Instructor 
·  Using a Facebook-like website for boaters as a communications tool for USPS D-1 
·  Mates Program – Designing the New England Garden for Interest Year Round 

Call Craig Campbell if you would like to attend. 860-675-3939
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Education Report  

Piloting, Marine Communications Next Up  

By Doug Burdett, SN 203-723-2169 

Advanced Piloting – Currently in the 5th week of 
this class.  Of the eleven students, many have 
already expressed interest in the next course – 
Junior Navigation.  With that in mind, I have 
modified the proposed schedule of classes to offer 
JN instead of Navigation starting approximately the 
third week of Sept, 2010. 

Public Course – The public boating course is in 
full swing with 27 students enrolled and a strong 
team of teachers led by Paul Rosa presenting our 
new material.  This is an unusually large class and 
they seem motivated, with a few expressing interest 
in membership. 

Coming Soon – We will be offering Piloting (P) 
and Marine Communications Systems (MCS) in 
November/December.  These courses are intended 
as likely courses for any new members from the 
public course.  Obviously they are available for 
current members as well.  Contact me if you are 
interested in these courses. 

The actual start date for MCS will depend on the 
completion date for Advance Piloting.  Tentative 
start date for MCS is estimated to be the first week 
of December. 

 
Years Planned course offerings for the next two education years
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Cheshire Class Responds Favorably to 
ABC Course 
By Paul Rosa, JN, Chrm. 
We’re off to a stimulating public boating course at Cheshire High 
School with 27 students enrolled.  The new material, which is 
the ABC 3rd Edition, requires the instructors to adjust to a new 
format. We are finding things that we like along with other items 
that we find lacking. The students respond that the material 
is informative. We are about halfway through the schedule.  
Randy Raines and Mike Camarata have begun the piloting and 
charting sections. The exam is scheduled for 27 October 2009 
and we expect to have a 100% passing record. 

L-R: Randy Raines, JN and Mike Camarata, SN 
are the instructors for piloting and charting for 
the new ABC Course, the public boating course 
by USPS. 
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Meet the Bridge 
Linda Miller, S - Secretary 
“Your world becomes too narrow if you give in 
to your fears.” 

Do you like to look at the 
water and dream of being on it?  
BUT you’re afraid of the 
water?  Do you see those 
fantastic pictures of a WPS 
rendezvous and wish you’d 
been there?  BUT you’re 
terrified of being on Long 
Island Sound and the rough 
water it can throw at you?  

Well, you have a kindred spirit. 
Meet Linda Miller, who has served as secretary of the 

Waterbury Power Squadron for the past three years. That’s 
right. This active, involved, charming woman, who’s afraid 
of the water, and her husband Michael open their home 
each month for the Bridge meeting, and Linda keeps track 
of those meetings.  She’s often the one you respond to if 
you plan to attend a membership meeting or event, when 
there’s a need to know how many are coming.  Why does 
she do it? 

“There are so many times when I feel like I’m standing 
on the outside looking in and wishing I could be inside,” 
says Linda.  “My mom was afraid of the water.  I love 
looking at the water, but I’m afraid of it.  When I was 20, I 
took swimming lessons.  The instructor had to rescue me 
because I began to sink.” 

Linda and Michael Miller 
are celebrating their 10th 
anniversary as of this writing, 
and there’s not much question 
that Linda’s involvement in 
boating is primarily due to 
Michael’s interest and his 
determination to overcome the challenges life has dealt him 
with his multiple sclerosis.  Michael hates the word “can’t.”  
Linda finds she does as well. 

Michael enjoyed boating when he was younger.  
Several years ago, he came home with a 22 foot boat after 
helping friends clean out their parents’ home in North 
Carolina.  He was ecstatic. That led Linda and Michael to 
take the public boating course taught by WPS at Cheshire 
High School in 2004. After getting their certification, Doug 
and Paul invited them out to the local pub for a critique.  

It turned out that Happy Daze II was much more of a 
project boat than expected.  “It was fabulous when it ran,” 
says Linda.  That’s when Linda decided life is too short to 

have a boat that wasn’t reliable.  They found their current 
boat, a 1996 Rinker Fiesta Vee 280, on the internet and 
named it Never Say Never.  

“The farthest we’ve been with it is Hamburg Cove and 
Essex, but we can stay on the boat at night, anchor out, or 
just stay at the slip and watch the sunset.   I call it our 
boataminium.  When I go down to the boat and just sit 
there, I feel like I’m on vacation.” 

An incident when Michael jumped in the water for a 
swim and the current took him away, made Linda realize 
she needed to know how to operate their boat. “I needed to 
make sure I know what to do and how to it.”   

“The squad does whatever they can to help people 
become comfortable with boating. Everyone is so 
welcoming.  They are concerned about safety, inspire 
confidence, and they gave me a lot of encouragement.”  

Linda has taken cruise planning with the squadron.  Last 
year, she encouraged her friend Diana to join the squadron, 
and they took seamanship together so Diana could help 
crew on Never Say Never.  Now Michael does close 
quarters maneuvering, and Linda drives in open water on 
the Connecticut River. 

When Linda was asked to be Squadron secretary, she 
had reservations about being able to get to the meetings.  
That was solved when the venue changed to her home.  
Linda took secretarial training in high school in Bridgeport 
and held a variety of positions of increased responsibility in 
both law firms and corporations before relocating to 
Cheshire in 1983.  That year she began working as a legal 
secretary at Hebb & Gitlin, P.C., a law firm in Hartford 
which in 1999 merged into Bingham McCutchen LLP.  She 
has been with the firm for 26 years and since 1988 has been 
working as a bankruptcy paralegal.  Linda has a passion for 
travel and enjoys researching and planning new places to 
visit.  She loves to entertain, and always has some 
refreshment to offer the Bridge. Her administrative skills 
have crossed over to the world of boating. 

“It’s the camaraderie, 
and encouragement, no 
matter what level of 
boater you are,” says 
Linda. “It makes you 
want to get out there and 
do more boating.  Your 
world becomes too 
narrow if you give in to 
your fears.  Living within 
your comfort zone is to your detriment.”   
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Recipe for a Clam Bake 
·  2 long handle spade shovels  - John Altman & 

Dave Packer 
·  2 paper bags full of dry kindling wood -Carl 

Wehmann 
·  40 pcs. split & dry firewood (more than one 

volunteer)Randy & Craig 20 pcs each1 
·  1 Axe - 2John Altman 
·  paper bag full of newspaper - John Altman & 

Joe Pineau 
·  5 burlap bags - Doug Burdett 
·  1 white canvas drop cloth - Karen 
·  2 large garbage bags - Mike Marino 
·  1 container handi wipes - Mike Marino 
·  1 box heavy duty tin foil - Joe Pineau 

·  3 loaves sliced Italian bread, 3 lbs. butter, 6 
lemons - Craig 

·  20 disposable serving tins - small - Joe Pineau 
·  3 Portable folding tables -1 Karen & 1 Joe 

Pineau 
·  3 plastic table cloths - Doug Burdett 
·  4 rolls paper towels - 2 Mike Marino & 2 Carl 

Wehmann 
·  side dish or dessert - Jackie Pineau brownies 
·  bring your own beach chairs -  
·  bring your own nut crackers for the lobster  

·  OH YES! Clams, Mussels, 
Lobster, Corn, Sausage, 
Potatoes - Karen 

Karen Rosa directs clambake preparation. 

Craig 
Campbell 
oversees 
melting 
butter on top 
of the bake. 

Tom and Vicki Davis 
take a moment to relax 
while the fire burns and 
the rocks heat. 

Doug Burdett 
and the 
Marino boys 
begin the 
unveiling. 

Our Wish, Kerry Dancer, Wind Dancer, Spirit , and Afternoon Delight made it across early Saturday morning. But the 
other powerboats turned back in heavy seas and made the trip early Sunday morning.   
Rafts: Our Wish, Kerry Dancer, Wind Dancer, Spirit, Summer Wind; Dream Maker, Knot Bad, Afternoon Delight, Ridiculous 
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At the inspiration of Bob-a-Lou 
and some help from Brenda, items 
were collected to place in a time 
capsule, including one of the 
plates everyone signed. Plans are 
to dig it up each year and add 
something to it. 

 

The PJ Clambake 2009 
Just Can’t Say “We’re Not Going” 
By Karen Rosa, P 

Plans to go to PJ on Friday afternoon were thwarted when the seas along with some 
rain were not the least accommodating. Saturday morning there was a very small 
window of calmer seas, so the sailing vessels headed out across the sound and started 
our raft-up. Paul and I went to Gulf Shrimp at 0900 sharp, picked up the seafood, and 
headed down to the marina.  

When Craig was doing his pre-cruise safety check, he discovered he needed a new 
serpentine belt. We left them some tools and Craig went to South Windsor (closest 
dealer open on Saturday) to get the new belt. They would come later.  

As we were coming out of the CT River we received a call from Joe & Jackie 
saying they turned around at Faulkner's Island; they could not make way at more than 7 
knots!!  The Sound was fine at the river, and we were cruising along at our usual 20 
knots. Within 20 minutes we drove into the waves that were piling across the sound. 
Now we were down to 7 knots ourselves taking every wave on the bow. We headed 
into Clinton where we spent the day at the dock at Joe and Jackie's marina. Joe and 
Paul drove up to Deep River and helped Craig repair his boat. Then we all went out to 
Bill's Seafood for dinner. 

My Wish, which left an hour before us, made it more than half way over before they 
hit the wall of waves. They continued on at 7 knots, Michael Jr. even did some of the 
driving, and made it to PJ. Tom and Vicki encountered 7-8 foot waves on Afternoon 
Delight but arrived on Saturday. It was pretty rough. 

Early Sunday morning at 0730 Dream Maker & Knot Bad pulled off the dock and 
headed over to PJ.  Within an hour the wind was picking up again and so were the seas, 
but we made it to PJ just fine before it got too bad. 

Pam and Craig had fog up on the river so they did not get to leave until 0900, so 
they hit the build-up of waves but were troopers and plowed through them. The ride 
was more than a little bumpy, but we all finally made it on Sunday. We had a nice 
sunny day and enjoyed out clam bake. We were pros this year and it all went smoothly. 

Adults and 
kids enjoy kite 
flying, and  
tossing a 
Frisbee, 
footfall, and 
beach ball 
kept everyone 
warm. 

In spite of heavy seas to get to PJ, wind, and cool weather, this group had a great time. Back Row: Carey, Linda, Randy, 
Doug, John, Joe, Jackie, Tom, Pam, Carl - Front Row: Ann, Bob, Mike, Michael, Paul, Brenda, Craig, Dave, Vickie, Karen  
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Bridge Officer s 2009-2010 

Commander Craig Campbell, AP 860-675-3939 camp5618@sbcglobal.net  
Executive Officer Jonathan Dayton, P 203-758-2582 daytnuts@sbcglobal.net  
Education Officer Douglas Burdett, SN 203-723-2169 dsburdett@comcast.net  
Admin Officer David Packer 203-592-5258 d-packer@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary Linda Miller, S 203-272-8065 lindamiller99@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Karen Rosa, P 203-879-5455 pkasrosa@yahoo.com  
Law Officer Peter M. Clark, AP 203-263-0421 pmclaw@snet.net  
Asst. Education Ofc. Michael Marino, P 203-598-0655 mmarino@sara.com  
Ch Vessel Safety  
     Check Program Paul Rosa, JN 203-879-5455 prosarhi@yahoo.com  
 

 
A Long Way from PJ, On the Mississippi River 
Mississippi River Has U.S. Power Squadrons Point Li ght 

Cruising With Miss Ruby 
By Jeanie Quigley, P  

While many of  our squadron were battling their way 
to Port Jefferson and preparing for the wonderful 
clambake (Oh! how we missed that!), Wes and I were 
making our way down the Mississippi River on Miss 
Ruby after several days of hard rain. The river was about 
32 feet above normal and the current was running 
southbound at 4 knots. So our 8 knot boat raced 
downstream at 12+ knots and our fuel usage halved.  

We are learning a lot about inland waters navigation 
and still learning. However, on this only sunny day 

we’ve had in a week, as we 
watched our charts, we were 
suddenly surprised to see that 
a “light” was named the U.S. 
Power Squadrons Point Light. 
This is very simply a lighted 
daymark. It’s interesting to 
see that as we were heading 
southbound we had a red and 

white diamond mark. This indicates from north of it that 
we are crossing from one side of the river to the other. 
Northbound, from the south, the mark is a red triangle 
than indicates passing. You better be watching your 
charts because obviously, or not, northbound you’re 

going to cross to the green side 
of the river. Thank goodness for 
cruise guides that explain most 
of this when you READ them. 
We think the USPS should offer 
a piloting course in inland 
waters and western rivers 
navigation. We were proud of 

this mark, though not an actual lighthouse, that was 
named for USPS. 

We took advantage of our sunny day for photographs 
and were awed 
by the 
incredible cliffs 
on the 
Mississippi. We 
had read lots 
about the 
Sleeping Bear 
Dunes on Lake 
Michigan, but 
these were a 
delightful surprise. We really thought they must be 
carved by someone other than Mother Nature. 

 
Safety Tip – Winterizing Your Boat 
From Seaworthy, The BoatU.S. Insurance and Damage A voidance Program 

“The water pump’s rubber impeller should be removed for the winter so it doesn’t get a set. Don’t forget to put it back 
before starting your engine next spring. (As a reminder, one savvy BoatU.S. member says he always stores the impeller 
with his ignition key.)” 

The Pharos Beacon 
 

Publication of the Waterbury Power Squadron 
  Waterbury, CT 
Published monthly except July and August 
Editor: Jeanie Quigley, P 
   jean.missruby@yahoo.com;  
   203-525-1764 
Photography by: Karen Rosa, P;   
    Jeanie Quigley, P 
Published by:  
    Karen Rosa, P and Paul Rosa, JN 
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Oct 19 – Mondays – 1900 – Advanced Piloting – Wachovia Bank at 365 Main St. in Watertown 
Oct 20 – Tuesday – 1900 – Public Boating Course – Cheshire High School 

Oct 27 – Tuesday – 1900 – Public Boating Course – Cheshire High School  

Nov 04 – 1900 – Bridge Meeting @ home of Linda & Michael Miller 
   934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire  

Nov 14 – District 1 Fall Conference - Pattaconk Yacht Club - Chester, CT  
on the Connecticut River.  Meal $15.00 - Beer/Wine by donation. 
Call Craig for more information and to attend. 860-675-3939 

Nov 18 – 1900 – Pizza – Perrotti's Restaurant ($5pp) (speaker TBD) 
Dec 02 – 1900 – Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 

   934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire  

Dec 12 - D-1 Holiday Party at Manchester Country Club ($30pp--Craig has tickets) '50s theme 

Jan 06 – 1900 - Bridge Meeting – home of Linda & Michael Miller 
                934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 
Jan 20 – 1830 – Monthly Membership Meeting – Pasta Dinner and Welcome to New Members 

First Congregational Church, Watertown 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

Waterbury Power  
Squadron 
P.O. Box 6280 
Wolcott, CT 
06716-6280 

 


