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COMMANDER’S  REPORT  
By Cmd. Craig Campbell, AP 

 

I would have to agree with the Chief Commander, 
“How can we fail?”  Looking back on just the most 
recent Squadron Activities: our Change of Watch, “The 
Quigley’s Cruisin’ on Miss Ruby,” and the first WPS 
Water Rendezvous in Hamburg Cove, we are definitely 
not letting this economic malaise get in our way.  Each 
of these events was well attended and enjoyed by nearly  

 

 
a third of the membership.  We are so very fortunate to 
find success and pleasure in everything we do.  

Our educational programs just so far this year, have 
seen over 40 students and I wonder how many squadrons 
have an education schedule planned out for the next two 
years!  We do, thanks to Doug.  And, we have 
member/students who have stated that their goal is a 
“full certificate.” What a great challenge to each other as 
well as a commitment to the squadron!  

As we enter the summer recess from Bridge meetings 
and the work of the squadron, I look forward to the 
activities we have planned over the next few months and 
what I anticipate will be another great boating season.  
We have an exciting schedule both on the water, and off, 
beginning with the Squadron Picnic next week.  As the 
summer progresses, we will be meeting up with friends 
from Meriden Squadron in West Neck and Newport and 
cruising the length and breadth of Long Island Sound 
and beyond.  It will be great fun to get together with all 
of you and to spend time with my lovely wife and first 
mate, Pam.  I hope that each of you finds your summer 
relaxing, rewarding and a welcome respite from the 
“doom and gloom.” 

So, if you bought your boat a gift last Christmas as I 
suggested, get out there and help her enjoy it.  If you 
didn’t, you better get down there and talk to her real 
nice. 
See you at the picnic and on the water, 
������

 

  Thoughts From the Chi ef 

Forget all the economic gloom and doom. It only 
applies to those who want to subscribe to such. 
In my experience, our members are far removed 
from the “poor ole me” mentality. We all have 
been touched by the downturn, but I have yet to 
find a person who believes they cannot or will not 
come through with colors flying high. I believe all 
will be better, perhaps not as before, but better 
than yesterday. We are teachers. We have the 
most sought-after subject in the world—safety for 
our family, friends and the public on the water. 
How can we fail? Have a great boating season. 
—C/C Creighton Maynard, SN 
 
*From the USPS Monthly Broadcast for June 2009 
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Bridge Officers 2009 -2010 
Commander Craig Campbell, AP 860-675-3949 camp5618@sbcglobal.net  
Executive Officer  Jonathan Dayton, P 203-758-2582 daytnuts@sbcglobal.net  
Education Officer - SEO Douglas Burdett, SN 203-723-2169 dsburdett@comcast.net  
Admin Officer David Packer 203-592-5258 d-packer@sbcglobal.net  
Secretary Linda Miller, S 203-272-8065 lindamiller99@hotmail.com 
Treasurer Karen Rosa, P 203-879-5455 pkasrosa@yahoo.com  
Law Officer Peter M. Clark, AP 203-263-2131 petermclark@gmail.com  
Asst. Education Ofc. – Asst. SEO Michael Marino, P 203-598-0655 mmarino@sara.com  
Ch Vessel Safety 
     Check Program Paul Rosa, JN 203-879-5455 prosarhi@yahoo.com  
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Summer Picnic – aka Rainy Day Picnic  

      Hosted by Mary Jane and Howard Vagt 
55 King Street, Naugatuck 

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 
1800 

Bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share; also your choice of beverage  

RSVP to Linda Miller 203-671-2454 or  lindamiller99@hotmail.com 

 

 Administration Report  
By Dave Packer  203-592-5258

WOW and WOW!  
“Cruisin’ on Miss Ruby” brought a great group to the 

May meeting, and delicious appetizers and desserts were 
consumed by everyone. We got a glimpse of a 2 week 
cruise with a 2 year old, and a long-term cruise and all 
the great people you meet with stories abounding. “One 
of the best meetings ever,” said Jim Fox 

Then a few days later we had a fabulous time at 
Hamburg Cove, this time on our boats. All up there were 
10 boats in three rafts, and 31 people either stayed 
overnight or stopped to visit.  

NEXT – Don’t miss the Summer Picnic, aka Rainy 
Day Picnic, at Mary Jane and Howard Vagt’s in 
Naugatuck. See notice above. 

Our monthly meetings are suspended during July 
and August so we can all spend time on our boats. 
Just take lots of photos, record your stories, and 
come to the September meeting prepared to share. 

September 16, 2009 will be your meeting, venue to 
be announced in September. SAVE THE DATE. 

Now check out the Cruise Schedule for our squadron 
as well as the district. We hope you’ll make at least one 
and discover the fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Report 

Hamburg Cove 
Rendezvous 

 
Families, dogs, friends – all had an 
excellent time. Great camaraderie!  



    3 

Education Report 
By Doug Burdett, SN 203-723-2169 

Marine Electrical Systems –All 11 students have 
passed the exam and are now halfway to the goal adding 
Marine Electronics to their certificate. 

Exams have been ordered for 4 students in Engine 
Maintenance and 3 students in Seamanship. 

 

I am considering offering some one-session seminars 
this summer.  Check them out at 
http://www.usps.org/e_stuff/seminars.htm  

and let me know which ones you are interested in.  Past 
offerings of GPS and VHF have been well received. 

Ann and Tom 
McDermott 
attended the 
First Aid class 
along with 12 
other squadron 
members. The 
class is 
presented by 
the American 
Heart 
Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safety Tip 

Are You in Compliance with Coast Guard and CT Boati ng Requirements? 
Check you Flares 

Sure you have flares on your boat. But when did you 
last check the date? Well, now is the time to make that 
check. It’s a good idea to keep your flares in a water-
tight box. If you have some that are out of date and you 
still want to keep them on board, get an additional water-
tight box and mark it Out of Date Flares.  
Fire Extinguishers Fully Charged? 

You put your boat in the water and took the fire 
extinguishers out of the basement and hauled them to the 
boat. Is the needle on the gauge pointing to the green 
zone? If not, the Coast Guard will not accept them. So 
you need to replace or refill them. Don’t get caught short 
in an emergency. 
 

Life Jackets On Board? 
Whoops! You forgot to get the life jackets out of the 
garage. Don’t leave shore without them. Also be sure 
you have the right sizes for the people on board. 
According to the Connecticut Boater’s Guide life jackets 
must “be worn by children under 13 years old on any 
vessel that is underway unless the child is below deck 
or in an enclosed cabin.”  Take your kids with you 
when you shop for a jacket. Get ones they like and that 
are comfortable. Do the same for yourself and your 
boating guests. Just like seatbelts save lives, so do life 
jackets. ����������	
��������
�������������
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Years Planned course offerings for the next two education years
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First Aid with CPR and AED 
Classes Underway  
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MEET the BRIDGE 
Administrative Officer Dave Packer Packs Enthusiasm  

In the 1950’s 
Dave Packer crewed 
for Terry 
Whittemore in the 
Snipe sailing world. 
Their “ocean” was 
Lake Quassapaug, 
the perfect site for 

the 16’ sailboats. “Terry was a wonderful teacher and we 
won events,” remembers Dave. “Terry liked having me 
crew because ‘You have great enthusiasm.’”  

That is the perfect description of Dave Packer. His 
enthusiasm as Administrative Officer for the Waterbury 
Power Squadron (WPS) is the basis for bringing in new 
members, planning programs, and researching venues for 
the monthly membership meetings. 

Dave has always lived in the 
Woodbury and Waterbury area, and 
the water has played a major part in 
his life. When he was in grammar 
school, his father gave his brother, 
sister, and him a 12 foot Chris Craft 
runabout.  

“It was an unfinished kit,” says 
Dave, “and we all worked together to finish it.” 

Swimming and diving were also significant interests, 
and during high school and college, Dave was a lifeguard 
for Connecticut State Parks. It was at Indian Well that 
Dave experienced his first drowning. A 12 year old boy 
wandered up stream, fell off a rock and drowned.  

“This was instrumental to my being very attentive to 
my and other people’s children in my care,” says Dave. 

He offers this advice to all parents and caregivers: 
1. Stay in close to shore. 
2. Keep a close eye on your children. 
3. Stay reasonably sober.  

After graduating from Quinnipiac College with a degree 
in marketing, Dave did purchasing and sales throughout 
Connecticut and New England. He also continued his 
college job as a waiter at Chuck’s Steak House. Then in 
1969 Dave built and operated the Cobbler Steak House in 
Wolcott CT, a very successful 275 seat restaurant and 
catering business. Dave is semi-retired now, and when not 
wandering the countryside as a manufacturers’ rep, he 
enjoys hunting and collecting antiques. 

His greatest pleasure, however, is spending time on his 
27 foot Oday sailboat, Kerry Dancer, which he bought 

about five years 
ago. “It’s perfect 
for Long Island 
Sound,” says 
Dave. “I had never 
been alone on a 
boat on Long 
Island Sound, so 
I’m happy to have 
others sail me.” 

Both John Altman and Carey Geghan, also members of 
WPS, crew with Dave; and his fiancé, Kathie Collins, also 
a member of WPS, enjoys the occasional sail. 

How did they name the boat? Dave has ancestors from 
County Kerry in Ireland and Kathie is a teacher of Irish 

Step Dancing. There is actually a Kerry Dance. So 
when Dave said Kerry, Dancer simply followed. 

Soon after he got Kerry Dancer, Dave was at the 
boat yard doing some work on her when he saw a guy 
running down the yard with a ladder. “Hey what are 
you, a ladder stealer?” shouted Dave. That’s how he 
met Doug Burdett (it was Doug’s ladder), who 

introduced him to Fayerweather 
Yacht Club and WPS. “Everyone 
who owns a boat of any kind should 
belong to the Power Squadron,” 
states Dave. “I truly enjoy getting 
new members. They become part of 
the Power Squadron family, have 
the opportunity for learning, and 
have the bonus of interaction with 
people on boats. It’s a very sharing 
and caring group concerned about 
the safety of others. They want 
people to be come better educated 
about boating.” 

“I truly enjoy the raft-ups. Sailing involves the 
challenge of navigation, weather, and tides. Then, once 
we’re rafted there’s the fun of cooking, eating, and 
camaraderie. It’s the culmination of working together. 
During the winter, the social events and meetings are 
wonderful – camaraderie, camaraderie, camaraderie.” 

“Being a scrounger, my motto is, ‘It isn’t junk, ‘til 
David says it’s junk.’ Doug gave me a sail cover and a very 
tired Dodger. I got some canvas work done on it and hope 
to have it on the boat in a couple of weeks.”  

Crew:  Carey Geghan and John Altman 
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John H. Hyland Award Honors Jeanie Quigley, P 
By P/C Michael Camarata, SN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The John H. Hyland Award was recently given to 

Jeanie Quigley, P. 
Who is John Hyland? What is the award? Why is it 

given? And who is Jeanie Quigley, anyway? 
John Hyland, N was the first Commander of the 

Waterbury Power Squadron. He was instrumental in the 
organization, preparation, and hard work that led to our 
being founded in 1963, evolving from the Meriden 
Squadron.  

In addition to being a charter member and first 
commander John continued to be involved in all aspects 
of the squadron and District. He was known for 
organizing cruises and cooking at nearly every squadron 

event. His clam chowder, steamers and corn on the cob 
were famous along with being the star at our Spaghetti 
Suppers, a tradition that continues today with another 
great cook, Tom Massetti. 

P/C John H. Hyland, N departed on his final cruise 
22 April 1993. 

Later that year and in the beginning of 1994 the 
Bridge led by (now) P/C Tom Corbett, SN and (now) 
P/C Joe Shanahan, SN decided to honor both John 
Hyland and a person, not a Bridge Member, who best 
exemplified the example John set for us all. The 1993 
award (given at Founder’s Day 1994 we believe) went to 
Tom Barton. Over the years the award has been given to 
hard working up and coming newer members or former 
Bridge members who continued to work hard after 
leaving office – People going above and beyond the call 
of duty. 

The most recent recipient of the award is Jeanie 
Quigley. She has been our Pharos Beacon Editor even 
though she is living on a boat, Miss Ruby, that her 
husband Wes and son Wes III built, that is often far from 
our local waters. You can see by the look of the Beacon 
how great a job she has been doing. If I listed her other 
contributions to the squadron this Beacon would be 
many pages too long, and she would edit it down 
anyway, in addition to chastising me severely. 
Congratulations and thank you, Jeanie! 

The award itself is a plaque with the first 
Commanders Flag of the Waterbury Power Squadron, 
John Hyland’s, mounted on it along with the name of 
each recipient. It rotates to each new person honored. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I wish to thank the Bridge and all the members of 
Waterbury Power Squadron for this award. I am deeply 
honored, but also humbled. Karen Rosa’s camera is the 
Beacon for many photos. SMILE everyone. There are 
others who give so much to WPS, particularly all of 
those who teach our courses or work behind the scene to 
make our monthly meetings and programs run smoothly. 
Thank you all. 

������������������������� ���

The Pharos Beacon 
Publication of the Waterbury Power Squadron 
Waterbury, CT 
Published monthly except July and August 
Editor: Jeanie Quigley, P 
   jean.missruby@yahoo.com; 203-525-1764 
Photography by: Karen Rosa, P; Kathie Burdett,   

Jeanie Quigley, P 
Published by: Karen Rosa, P and Paul Rosa, JN 
 

P/C Paul Rosa, L, and Commander Craig 
Campbell honor Pharos Beacon Editor Jeanie 
Quigley with the John H. Hyland Award. 

A bouquet of flowers on 
Amelia. 
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Jun 13, 14 – CRUISE – Block Island  
Jun 17 – 1800 – Summer Picnic – Home of Mary Jane &  

Howard Vagt, 55 King St, Naugatuck, CT 

June 26, 27, 28 – District 1 Rendezvous, Seaport Marine, 
Mystic 

   Slip fees are $2.75/ft. for the first night and 2.50/ft. for the  
2nd night.   
June 27 – 1300 – District 1 Council Meeting, Seaport 
Marine, Mystic 

July 3, 4, 5 – CRUISE – Sag Harbor/West Neck 
    (Meriden will join us) 

July 11, 12 – CRUISE – New London Fire Works 

July 17-19 – District 1 Cruise to Greenport, Long Island –  
    Town's End Marina.  Make your own reservations. 

Week Long Cruise – Come for all or part of it. 

Start: July 18, 19 – Snugg Harbor     

July 20 – Cutty Hunk 

July 21, 22, 23, 24 – Martha's Vineyard     

July 25, 26 – Newport   (joining Meriden) 

Aug 8, 9 – CRUISE – Port Jefferson 
August 8 – District 1 Sail Race - not yet confirmed place but 
      most likely will be held at Westbrook. 

Aug 21, 22, 23, 24 – Port Washington/ NYC 

Sept 5, 6, 7 – Watch Hill (Labor Day Weekend) 
Sept 8-13 – USPS National Governing Board, Hyatt 
                     Regency Crown Center, Kansas City, MO 

Sept 16 – 1900 – Members night with photos, stories;  
    bring yours. Location TBA. 

Sept 19, 20 – Mattatuck 
Sept 26 – Hamburg Cove - District 1 Poker Run 
        Will have another blindfold dingy race - practice  
                  your rowing technique during the summer. 

October 10, 11, 12 – Port Jefferson – New England Clam 
Bake 
November 14 – District 1 Fall Conference - Pattaconk Yacht  
                  Club - Chester, CT on the Connecticut River. 
                  Meal $15.00 - Beer/Wine by donation.

 

 

Waterbury Power  
Squadron  
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PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
Sunset at Hamburg Cove 


