
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterbury Power Squadron Burgee 
Connects the Stars 

Take a look at the 
masthead this month and 
note that the burgee 
graphic has changed. 
That’s right – we’ve 
connected the stars. 
That’s the way it’s supposed to be, but our graphic did 
not have it that way. It seems like the perfect time to tell 
you a bit about the burgee we’re proud to fly on the bow 
of our boats. 

Our squadron was born in 1963, but it wasn’t until 
1965 that we applied to USPS National for approval of 
the burgee. The description that accompanied the request 
tells us about it. 

“The lighthouse is representative of the Pharos 
Beacon*, one of the earliest know aids to navigation 
and, as such, deserves a place in the thoughts of every 
Squadronite. 

The five stars forming a “W” represent Cassiopeia, 
one of the prominent constellations in our latitudes. The 
“W” it forms is ideal as an emblem for Waterbury. 

Waterbury Squadrons publication is called The 
Pharos Beacon and we would like to have the name of 
our paper and the representation on our flag synonymous 
with the Pharos Beacon.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Pharos was an island off the coast of Egypt. It was 
connected to the mainland by Alexander the Great. 
During the reign of Ptolemy II (283-247 B.C.) Sostratus 
of Onidus was engaged to erect a great lighthouse at the 
entrance of a greater harbor. This huge tower, know as 
the Pharos Beacon, had a square base 100 feet to the 
side, and a beacon fire, with mirrors as reflectors, was 
maintained at the summit. It was the first lighthouse 
erected and was long ranked as one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World. On August 7, 1303, it 
was partially destroyed by an earthquake, and its ruin 
was completed about 1346. (Encyclopedia Britannica) 

In the accompanying letter the following was stated. 
“Further, we intend to comply fully with National’s 
recommendation as to the colors we will use, i.e., navy 
blue will be used although our design shows a somewhat 
lighter shade.” 
Signed by F. R. Hosmann, 12/02/1965 

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Paul Rosa for the graphic and 
Carol Zipke, Squadron Historian, for copies of the letter 
and description. 
Does anyone know who designed the burgee? If so send 
email to: jean.missruby@yahoo.com  
Fly the WPS Burgee – Available for purchase at 
Membership meetings. See Paul Rosa.
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Stories from Our Cruising Life 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009 
1900 

Middlebury Firehouse 
65 Tucker Hill Road 

Middlebury, CT 06762 

Bring: A Hearty Appetizer or Dessert to share 

BYO: Wine or Beer or  

Non-alcoholic beverage of choice  



 

 COMMANDER’S  REPORT  

Well, the Change of Watch is now complete and the 
business of the squadron is clearly in order.  Our plans 
for the coming summer season are ambitious and 
exciting and I expect that the last two membership 
meetings before the summer break will really get us 
rolling.  This week we have the Pot Luck Appetizers & 
Desserts with the presentation by the Quigley’s on 
“Cruisin’ on Miss Ruby”,  followed in June by the 
Squadron “Rainy Day” Picnic hosted by Howard and 
Mary Jane Vagt.  Both are events NOT to be missed.  
And in between those two, is the first squadron 
rendezvous, Memorial Day weekend at Hamburg Cove.  
As always, if you cannot make it by boat and you would 
like to join us for a day or just an afternoon, let me know 
and I will personally make arrangements to get you out 

to the raft up.  We will have at least eight boats in the 
raft, so there is plenty of room.  I am truly looking 
forward to the first weekend on the water and I know 
that I’m not alone. 

But, as we prepare to set sail this summer season, 
there are many signs that the lingering recession is 
continuing to deepen its impact on the boating 

community.  A look around my marina, as well as many 
others, shows more unfilled slips and more boats left on 
the hard.  The local marine store is gone as is the entire 
chain of a competitor.  Many of us are working less, if 
we are lucky enough to be working, which means less 
discretionary income to fund our passion.  So what kind 
of boating season are we headed for?   I wish I could tell 
you.  What I can tell you is that because of your 
membership in Waterbury Power Squadron, and despite 
the current circumstances, you still have the opportunity 
for an active boating experience.  By joining your fellow 
squadron members at the events mentioned above, by 
taking a course, by coming out to a raft-up (by whatever 
means) or even bumming a ride on the water, you can 
have an active boating summer. This is just another great 
benefit of membership in WPS. Share the experience. 

And there it is... the importance of membership.  
Somebody, somewhere, at sometime must have come up 
to you and asked, “Would you like to become a member 
of Waterbury Power Squadron?”  It must have been a 
good thing because you’re still here, right?  Is it time to 
do the same for someone else?  Ask that friend, or 
relative, or dock mate, if they too would be interested in 
membership.  As boating continues to contract during 
this recession, we see fewer new boaters, but there are 
many experienced boaters that can benefit from 
membership just as you have.  Bring them forward.   The 
success of our squadron lies in the strength of its 
membership, and we need to continue to grow in order 
to provide the educational offerings and share the work 
of the squadron.  So, go ahead, ask the question and 
don’t forget to tell them  

“Boating is fun…we’ll show you how!” 
Boat Safely, 
������
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Remember those who have served in our 
armed forces so we may have our freedom. 

Hamburg Cove Rendezvous 
May 23 – 25 

Contact Craig 

860-675-3949    camp5618@sbcglobal.net  

 



 
 

Education Report 
Tentative Schedule Proposed for Next Two Years  

By Doug Burdett 203-723-2169 
Marine Electrical Systems - 11 students have taken the exam for Marine Electrical Systems.  Most of these students 
intend to continue with the next course, Marine Communications Systems. 

Both Engine Maintenance with 4 students and Seamanship with 3 students began on April 23. 

Looking to the future, I am trying to lay out a tentative schedule of courses for the next two years.  With the increased 
interest and participation in our education courses, the schedule has become rather crowded.  That led me to realize that 
students want to have some idea when each course they might be interested in will be offered.  As we all realize, priorities 
change and schedule conflicts are bound to arise so please consider this a very tentative schedule. 

I am very interested in your thoughts.  If you have any suggestions, let me know. 
 
Years Planned course offerings for the next two education years
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Safety Tip 
Lightning –  Precautions You Should Know

The boating season is also the season of 
thunderstorms. As boaters we need to be aware 
of precautions to take for ourselves as well as 
for our boat and electronic equipment. Take 
note of the following excerpts which are taken 
from the USPS Marine Electrical Systems 
Manual. 

Precautions for Personnel 
Remain inside the boat. 
Stay OUT of the water. 
Avoid unnecessary contact with metal surfaces. 
Handle ONLY ONE metallic control at a time. 

Precautions for Electronic Equipment – During 
installation of equipment, put a loop in signal and power leads. 
Tie each lead into an overhand knot, leaving a loop about 9 
inches in diameter near the entrance to the electronic device. 

BEFORE a lightning storm, NOT during.  

Disconnect all unnecessary equipment, including 
entertainment equipment. Turning electronic equipment off 
at the power panel circuit breaker does not provide 
lightning protection. 
Turn off and store handheld and back-up communications 
and navigation equipment below deck (well inside the 
ship’s cone of protection) BEFORE the lightning storm. 

After a Lightning Strike 
Verify all personnel are safe. 

Inspect the boat’s hull for leaks. 
Check all electronics equipment to determine if it is still 
functional. 
Verify the accuracy of the ship’s magnetic compass. 
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Commander Craig Campbell and his wife 
Pam welcome guests. 

Craig Campbell installs the new Bridge: L-R Jonathan Dayton, 
Executive Officer; Dave Packer, Admin. Officer; Karen Rosa, 
Treasurer; Doug Burdett, Education Officer; Mike Marin o, 
Assistant Education Officer; Commander Craig Campbell; 
Missing - Linda Miller Secretary   

Present Past Commanders: L -R Doug Burdett, 
Randy Raines, Paul Rosa, Howard Vagt, Jim Fox.� 
 

Katie & John Dayton Michael & Wendy Dayton 

Marilyn & Randy Raines 

Curtis Smith 

John Altman 

Doug & Kathie Burdett  Linda & Frank Krapf  

Vickie & Tom Davis 

Paul Rosa greets Ann & Mike Marino. 

Jim & Lorna Fox  



Meet the Bridge 
In our continuing series for getting to know the fo lks who take directional responsibility for WPS 

here are articles about both Paul and Karen Rosa. T his is your opportunity to get acquainted. 

Past Commander Paul Rosa, JN
There are likely not many 

members of the Waterbury Power 
Squadron (WPS) who have not met 
Paul Rosa, Past Commander 2006-
2008, and Chair of the Public 
Boating Course. That speaks to 
Paul’s commitment to safe boating 
and to WPS. Where did it begin? 

Paul was born in Waterbury and 
grew up in Wolcott, graduating from Wolcott High 
School in 1976. Shop was a favorite subject and parties a 
favorite weekend activity. 

Paul says, “Now let’s talk 
about my favorite subject, Karen. 
I like to tell it this way. I would 
run into this girl that caught my 
eye, but no matter what I did, she 
wasn’t taking any notice of me. 
My friend Greg arranged for 
Karen to come with us one day to 
a party, and since I drove a 
pickup, the only available seat for a girl was the one in 
the middle. That’s how it began. Thanks to God we have 
been married for over thirty years. I love that girl!”  

Following graduation, Paul began his apprenticeship 
as a tool maker, only to leave one month short of his 
time as an apprentice tool maker. Since then he’s been 
an automotive mechanic and tow truck operator. Now 
he’s the owner of Rosa Home Improvement – residential 
one family home remodeling, a business his dad started 
in 1958. 

“My favorite saying is: ‘I will work for boat 
money.’”  Karen adds, “Paul likes being on any boat 
from a dingy to a canoe to a sail boat to his express 
cruiser. Any day on the water is a great day to Paul even 
if it is in the middle of a storm. (Yes, he is a little 
crazy.)” 

Paul began boating with his Dad at the tender age of 
eight, mostly on the Belgrade Lakes in Maine. Three 
years after he and Karen were married, Paul bought his 
first boat, a used 19’ Reinell 190 V-Hull runabout with a 
175hp Mercury outboard, and Karen got her first boating 
blood transfusion. Their second boat, a new 21’ Mariah 
bow-rider, did them well for about four years, taking the 

family to the lakes in 
Connecticut and Maine. Their 
current boat is a 26’ Maxum 
2500SE express cruiser, Knot 
Bad, and they put on over 150 
hours per season.  

 “I have been boating for 
forty two years and have 
experienced and learned the 
most about safe boating by listening to and being with 
the members of WPS. I joined the squadron in 2002 

when my wings began to flutter, and they wanted to 
take me out into Long Island Sound, beyond what 
my eyes could see. I thought I would join WPS, take 
all their courses in five years and then get out of 
there. I soon found out that I belonged there.” 

Paul has a remarkable record. 
Courses completed: Piloting, Seamanship, Sail, 

Engine Maintenance, Advanced Piloting, Weather, 
Instructor Development, Junior Navigation 

Seminars: GPS and VHF 
He received Education Proficiency in 2007 for 

having completed Piloting & Advanced Piloting along 
with three other elective courses. 

He has received six Merit Marks and achieved Senior 
Member Status for having at least five merit marks. 

As Commander Paul 
wanted to help give the 
squadron a seemingly 
needed boost, and with 
Doug Burdett as his 
mainstay was able to 
achieve that. As Past 
Commander, he now 
lends his strong support to Commander Craig Campbell, 
and is always ready with new ideas and a helping hand.  

“I am most proud of the Sand Bake Rendezvous that 
Karen and I put together in the Fall of 2008 at Port 
Jefferson, NY. While we got it started the squadron 
members who attended made it happen. 

“I have learned that your squadron needs you, but 
you need your squadron more. The same old faces are 
there because they do not want to leave. Most leave 
when God calls.”  



Karen Rosa, P - Treasurer  
Karen Rosa, who sits at the back of the room marking 

homework for the Public Course, has been Squadron Treasurer 
for the past four years. She keeps track of WPS finances for 
membership, education, and events; quietly inspires, 

organizes, and participates 
bringing ideas to Bridge 
meetings; organizing special 
events, socializing at 
rendezvous’ or meetings. Then 
she’ll email you her photos of 
the latest event, and you’ll find 
YOU ARE IN ONE. Karen 

and Paul also publish The Pharos Beacon each month, no 
small task for our 100 plus membership. 

“The monthly membership meetings are an opportunity to 
get together with members that are not able to participate in 
functions held on the water,” says Karen. 

Karen was born in Waterbury and lived until high school 
in Town Plot and later Wolcott. Her love affair, she might call 
it an addiction, with photography began when she was 12, 
when her parents gave her a camera for Christmas. She 
graduated from Southington High School in 1977, and she and 
Paul have been married for more then 30 years. 

The Rosas have two daughters, Amy, a CPA, and Sarah, 
who works in the restaurant 
industry in Quincy, MA. Recently, 
Amy and Greg, who live in 
Southington, have given Karen and 
Paul their first grandchild, 
Cassandra Rose, a new addition to 
the list of interests Karen has 
outside of boating. “Our kids all 
learned to water ski, tube and just 
have a ton of fun swimming off our 
Rinell runabout,” says Karen.”   

After the girls were on their own, Paul was itching to get a 
larger boat and begin traveling around Long Island Sound. 
They decided on the Maxum 26’, mainly because they could 
still trailer the boat around to new locations. They have gone 
from Maine to the Finger Lakes Region in New York to 
Virginia Beach to the Intra-coastal Waterway (ICW) in 
Florida.  

“I never went on a recreational boat before I started dating 
Paul,” says Karen. 

Upon Paul’s suggestion that Karen learn more about boat 
handling and safety, she took the Public Boating Course in 
2003. She took the Cruise Planning course in 2005 after they 
purchased the Maxum express cruiser, and they started 

spending weekends out 
on the water. This past 

March she completed Piloting and is looking forward to taking 
Advanced Piloting this fall.  

Karen has other interests that she pursues. Her 
granddaughter Cassandra has moved to the head of the list. 
However, she loves to bike ride whether on the Cheshire bike 
trail or along the shore in Clinton, Madison, or Guilford. She 
loves to play on her Massey Ferguson tractor, and enjoys any 
type of yard work or landscaping project. Karen has also lived 
a life of service to others as a volunteer for the VNA since 
1994.   

“I have been delivering meals to home bound people for 
their “Catered with Care” program,” says Karen. “I have made 
many special friends through the years. It is a wonderful 
program that helps the elderly maintain their independence 
and live in their own home.” 

Once a week, Karen and Paul host a family pot luck dinner 
for 15 to 25 people. “I started this tradition 4 years ago when 
we were missing all the family gatherings, birthday parties, 
etc. due to boating activities on the water. I decided to have 

everyone in the family (plus a few tag-a-longs) 
to dinner each week so we will not miss out on 
watching the family grow. It is held every 
Friday night during the winter and moves to 
Thursdays once Memorial Day weekend rolls 
around. We go back to Fridays after Columbus 
weekend in the fall, and the boat is tucked 
away for the winter. 

I enjoy any time out on the water (on a 
clear sunny day of course!!). But mostly I 

enjoy a nice cruise to anywhere, and at the end of the day, 
drop anchor and just watch the sunset with a great bunch of 
boating buddies. I love a day cruising around with no specific 
destination in mind. I love watching the sun rise while having 
breakfast on the boat. It is so quiet and the water is usually so 
still. 

 “Each passing boating 
season brings another 
public boating course to 
teach, which brings new 
members to the squadron, 
which brings new friends 
into our lives – what could 
be better!” 



 

Summer Cruise Schedule  
Plan Now For a Fabulous Boating Time With Friends 

The BEST part of the year is coming quickly – when we can take all that knowledge we’ve 
gained in classes or membership meetings and put it into action ON OUR BOATS!!! It’s really 
easy. Bring yourselves on your boat, along with your own supplies for meals. An extra appetizer or 
bottle of wine to share might be a good idea. It’s a strong possibility someone may visit you on your 
boat, OR you will likely visit other boats. After all, if it’s a raft-up, the boats are tied together with 
fenders in between, so you can just walk, climb, or navigate in some way, from boat to boat. Don’t 

worry if you don’t have a dinghy to get to shore, there’s always plenty, and those that have them are happy to have you join them. If 
you don’t have a boat and want to come for a day, let us know ahead. We’ll come pick you up at a nearby dock. Also note that 
some of the rendezvous’ include time at a marina. WPS really tries to give you plenty of choices, whether you come once or all 
summer. AND LOOK AT THE FIRST ONE – HAMBURG COVE! I hope we all fit! ALWAYS reply to emails for the current 
rendezvous, and if you would feel more comfortable with a buddy boat to travel with, ASK! 
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 May 20 – 1900 – "Cruisin’ on Miss Ruby" Presentation by Quigley Family – Middlebury Firehouse,  
                    55 Tucker Hill Rd, Middlebury, CT RSVP – jean.missruby@yahoo.com 203-525-1764 

May 21 – 1900 Seamanship – First Congregational church 40 Deforest St., Watertown  
May 21 – 1900 Engine Maintenance – Howard Vagt, 55 King St, Naugatuck, CT 
May 23, 24, 25 – CRUISE – Memorial Day Weekend – Hamburg Cove  

May 28 – 1900 Seamanship – First Congregational church 40 Deforest St., Watertown  
May 28 – 1900 Engine Maintenance – Howard Vagt, 55 King St, Naugatuck, CT 

 Jun 04 – 1900 Seamanship – First Congregational church 40 Deforest St., Watertown  
Jun 04 – 1900 Engine Maintenance – Howard Vagt, 55 King St, Naugatuck, CT 
Jun 11 – 1900 Seamanship – First Congregational church 40 Deforest St., Watertown  
Jun 11 – 1900 Engine Maintenance – Howard Vagt, 55 King St, Naugatuck, CT 
Jun 13, 14 – CRUISE – Block Island  
Jun 17 – 1800 – Summer Picnic – Home of Mary Jane & Howard Vagt, 55 King St, Naugatuck, CT 

June 26, 27, 28 – District 1 Rendezvous Mystic, Seaport Marine 
   Slip fees are $2.75/ft. for the first night and 2.50/ft. for the 2nd night.   

July 3, 4, 5 – CRUISE – Sag Harbor/West Neck 

July 11, 12 – CRUISE – New London Fire Works 
July 17-19 – District 1 Cruise to Greenport, Long Island - Town's End Marina.  Make your own reservations. 

Week Long Cruise – Come for all or part of it. 
Start: July 18, 19 – Snugg Harbor    July 20 – Cutty Hunk 

July 21, 22, 23, 24 – Martha's Vineyard    July 25, 26 – Newport – (joining Meriden ) 
Aug 8, 9 – CRUISE – Port Jefferson 
August 8 – District 1 Sail Race - not yet confirmed place but most likely will be held at Westbrook. 

Aug 21, 22, 23, 24 – Port Washington/ NYC 
Sept 5, 6, 7 – Watch Hill (Labor Day Weekend) 
Sept 19, 20 – Mattatuck 
Sept 26 – Hamburg Cove - District 1 Poker Run 
        Will have another blindfold dingy race - practice your rowing technique during the summer. 
October 10, 11, 12 – Port Jefferson – New England Clam Bake 
November 14 – District 1 Fall Conference - Pattaconk Yacht Club - Chester, CT on the Connecticut River. 
Meal $15.00 - Beer/Wine by donations. 
 



 

 
 
 

Summer Picnic – aka Rainy Day Picnic 
Hosted by Mary Jane and Howard Vagt 

Over the years there 
seems to have been more rain 
than sunshine for the summer 
picnic, but it hasn’t lessened 
the enthusiasm. The squadron 
provides hamburgers and hot 
dogs, as well as paper goods. 
The attendees bring the rest – 
an appetizer, salad, hot dish, 
or dessert to share. Everyone 
also brings whatever they 
would like to drink.  

So mark your calendar, and come for an evening of 
socializing and making new friends. Take note that this 
event starts earlier than some. 

 

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 
1800 

55 King Street, Naugatuck 

Bring an appetizer, salad, hot dish, or dessert to 
share; also your choice of beverage 

RSVP to Linda Miller 203-671-2454 or  

lindamiller99@hotmail.com  
 

 

Mary Jane & Howard Vagt 
will welcome the Squadron 
to their home on June 17 for 
the Annual Rainy Day 
Picnic. 

Waterbury Power 
Squadron 

c/ o 
Randall Raines 

420 Sharon Drive 
Cheshire, CT 06410 
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