
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 COMMANDER’S  REPORT  

Jeez… just when it looked like we had beaten the 
crazy fuel prices of last summer, the worldwide 
economy goes into meltdown.  How are we to deal with 
this?  We spent last summer shrinking our boating 
activities to conserve fuel and had a smaller yet 
successful cruising season despite the prices.   Now this 
year, everything else…banking collapse, job loss, 
mortgage crisis, investment losses, business failures etc., 
etc….   This leaves boating, regarded by some 
(misdirected as they may be), as a “non-essential” 
activity, to founder in the economic morass.  And we are 
left to figure out how to remain “afloat” or even 
dockside, while we seek gainful employment to finance 
our passion, and if there is time or money left, maybe 
provide for our retirement years. Yes, the order of those 
two priorities is correct.  And people think boating is 
easy!   

Seriously though, it has become very clear that there 
will be many more boats and boaters left on “the hard” 
this year as we come to grips with the impact of this 
disaster.  This morning’s Courant ran a lead story on the 
boat “repo” man and the booming activity in that 
particular market. No more, no more, no more!  Not at 
all a good year for boating, or is it? 

WPS Not Yielding to Economic Alligator 
Ignoring this current state of affairs, Waterbury 

Power Squadron has decided to lead the local boating 
community out of this fiscal swamp by refusing to yield 
to the economic alligator.  We are not giving in.  We 
have put together a stimulus plan that does not increase 
your taxes nor place undue burden on future generations 
of boaters.  Our plan will restore confidence in the 
Squadron and increase boating activity almost 
immediately.  To learn more, come join us at any of the 
activities listed in this publication, some of those are 
detailed below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Is Roaring Along  
Aside from our cruising schedule, the success of 

which depends on the weather and member participation, 
we have much in store.  Education is roaring along with 
a participation rate of 10% or more of membership 
coming out for each course offered.  And, Doug is 
looking for your course interests in planning future 
offerings (see Education Report) – so speak up.   

We are also putting together CPR and First Aid 
training in Watertown for April, 
watch for email notice.  Later 
this spring, the District will be 
offering training for Vessel Safety 
Examiners and the VSE 
instructor, Pat Pabouet, has 
offered to certify our group 
together at a Vessel check to be 

held by WPS.  Anyone interested may email me at 
camp5618@sbcglobal.net. 

Monthly Meetings Offer Lift to Spirits 
Beyond education, we have a robust social schedule, 

starting with the” All You Can Eat” Pasta night @ 
Cugino’s this month, the Change of Watch in April, the 
Pot Luck get-together in May where the Quigley’s will 
offer a presentation on their life aboard “MV Miss 
Ruby”, and the summer picnic @ the Vagt’s as we begin 
the cruise schedule.  And, as always, the cruise 
destinations are opportunities to meet throughout the 
summer, whether you get there by water or land, just 
come out and join us.  Show your confidence in the 
Squadron, strengthen your friendships, and forget, at 
least for a short while, the ugly economic uncertainty 
and just maybe it will go away.   
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District 1 Spring Conference 

March 28, 2009 - 0800 

Marriott at Cromwell 

Call or email Craig if you can attend. 
See Page 2 for more details. 

��������	
�����
�
���
���
����
	
������������	�����

 

�
��	
��������������
���
�
�	��������  

 



 

 Admin Report 

Wednesday, March 18  

Membership Meeting 

Cugino's Restaurant 
1410 Highland Ave., Cheshire, CT 

1830 – Cash Bar  1900 - Dinner 

“All You Can Eat” Pasta Dinner  
$11.25 p.p. including tax & tip 

 
Election of Officers 

The Nominating Committee presents the following slate of 
officers for the 2009/2010 Bridge: 

Commander – Craig Campbell 
Executive Officer – Jonathan Dayton 
Squadron Education Officer – Doug Burdett 
Administrative Officer – David Packer 
Secretary – Linda Miller 
Treasurer – Karen Rosa 
Asst. Squadron Education Officer – Michael Marino 

How to Download Current NOAA Charts 
free at www.noaa.gov 

Presented by Dick Jones, WPS Webmaster 
www.waterburypowersquadron.com 

RSVP to Dave Packer 203-592-5258 
d-packer@sbcglobal.net   OR 

Linda Miller 203-671-2454 or lindamiller99@hotmail.com 
 
 

April COW – Change of Watch 
Saturday April 18, 2009  

Drescher's 
25 Leavenworth St., Waterbury, CT 

$30 p.p. (incl. tax & tip)  

Dinner choices:  

Prime Rib 
Chicken & Portobello Florentine 

Orange Ginger Salmon 

RSVP to Dave Packer 203-592-5258 
d-packer@sbcglobal.net    OR 

Linda Miller 203-671-2454 or lindamiller99@hotmail.com  

Wednesday, May 20. 2009 

Cruisin’ On Miss Ruby 
Presented by The Quigley family 

Time and Place to be Announced 

 

 
District 1 Events and Cruises 

Waterbury Power Squadron has been showing its 
colors at the District 1 Council Meetings with 
outstanding support by its members. Our Commander, 
Craig Campbell sends this note: 

“My sincere thanks to the eleven of you who 
answered the call to attend the District 1 Spring 
Council on 27 Feb.  I sincerely appreciate your 
support in joining me at the Council and I'm proud 
that WPS was the best represented squadron for the 
last two Councils.  It speaks well to how we feel 
about our squadron and each other.  Thanks, Craig” 

 
Next on the District 1 Calendar is the  

 
Spring Conference .  

March 27 - Pre-Conference Dinner 
East Side Restaurant, New Britain - Off the Menu. 

March 28 – 0800 – Spring Conference  
Marriott at Cromwell 

This is an all day event with  
Breakout Sessions – One hour each in the morning and 

afternoon including 
1030-1130 Mates Program “Tastefully Simple” 

You can even come for part of the day. 
Luncheon – Choice of 

Chicken Milanese with Parmesan Breading $23.00 
Pan Seared Cod with lemon and herb crust $24.00 

Salad, dessert, and coffee are included  
Post Dinner - Hawthorne Inn - Berlin Turnpike  

Call or Email Craig for more details if you can attend. 
860-675-3949    camp5618@sbcglobal.net 

   
June 26, 27 & 28 – District 1 Rendezvous will be held at 
Seaport Marine in Mystic.  Slip fees are $2.75/ft. for the 
first night and 2.50/ft. for the 2nd night.  It will not be 
held at Essex Island due to a fee of $1000.00 being 
charged to use the facility. 

July 24, 25 & 26 – District 1 Cruise to Greenport, Long 
Island - Town Docks.  Make your own reservations. 

August 8 – District 1 Sail Race - not yet confirmed place 
but most likely will be held at Westbrook. 

September 26 – District 1 Poker Run at Hamburg Cove 
on the CT River - Will have another blindfold dingy race 
- practice your rowing technique during the summer. 

November 14 – Fall Conference - Pattaconk Yacht Club 
- Chester, CT on the Connecticut River. 

Meal $15.00 - Beer/Wine by donations. 



Education Report   

The Piloting class has finished and 11 students are 
currently working on their “take home” exams.  The 
Marine Electrical Systems class began on February 26 
with 11 students.  Wes and Jeanie Quigley aboard Miss 
Ruby are participating again over the internet. 

I am planning to offer Seamanship and Engine 
Maintenance starting in early April.  Contact me to 
enroll and to let me know if you want any other courses.   

To help you choose, here are brief descriptions of 
the current courses offered through the United States 
Power Squadron – Waterbury Power Squadron. 

Seamanship  
Building on the basics of recreational 
boating presented in the public boating 
courses, Seamanship adds foundational 
information for continuing boater 
education. 

Piloting 
The Piloting course is the first in the sequence of USPS 
courses on navigation, covering the basics of coastal and 
inland navigation. 

Advanced Piloting  
This all-new course continues to build coastal and inland 
navigation skill, allowing the student to take on more 
challenging conditions – unfamiliar waters, limited 
visibility, and extended cruises.  GPS is embraced as a 
primary navigation tool while adding radar, 
chartplotters, and other electronic navigation tools. 

Junior Navigation  
Junior Navigation is the first in a two-part program of 
study in celestial navigation, followed by the Navigation 
course.  It is designed as a practical "how to" course 
based on using a sextant to take sights on the sun. 

Navigation 2009  
After Junior Navigation, this course is the second part of 
the study of offshore navigation, further developing the 
student's understanding of celestial navigation theory.  
This Navigation 2009 course deals with learning 
celestial positioning using other bodies, in addition to 
positioning using the sun (covered in the Junior 
Navigation course). 

Cruise Planning  
Designed for members who plan to cruise for just a day 
or for a year--in either a sail or powerboat.  The manual 
includes a twelve-month cruise planning timeline.  The 
course is non-modular with one final exam. 

Engine Maintenance  
The new Engine Maintenance course 
2007 has been put into one ten chapter 
course that stresses the diagnosis of 
modern systems, while also teaching the 
basics of engine layout and operation.   

New Marine Electronics Courses 
The first of three new courses, Marine Electrical 
Systems, is now available.  Marine Electrical Systems 
(MES) covers the practice of wiring your boat, including 
boat electrical wiring practices and diagrams, direct and 
alternating current power, galvanic and stray current 
corrosion, and lightning protection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weather 2008 Course Description 
The safety and comfort of those who venture out-on-the 
water have always been weather dependent.  For both 
sailors and power boaters, weather determines whether 
they head out or stay ashore.  The ancients had a 
curiosity beyond the practical as they mused and 
theorized about what caused weather events.  The 
subject captivated them.  The USPS Weather course is 
an opportunity for students to experience the same 
fascination, but with the benefit of modern science. 
�
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 203-723-2169 
Call Doug to express your interest in taking any 
of the above courses. 

Sail Module Descriptions 
 
Sail 101 Basic Sail Sail 102 Advanced Sail 
Sailboat Rigs Wind Force 
Sail Plans Stability 
Boat Design and Hull  Balance 
       Types Sail Shape 
Sails Tuning the Rig 
Standing Rigging Steering and Helmsmanship 
Running Rigging Spinnaker Handling 
Wind Heavy Weather Sailing 
Preparing to Sail Storm Conditions 
Sailing Upwind Sailing Safety 
Sailing Downwind Sailboat Racing 
Docking and Anchoring Race Management 
Marlinespike Seamanship Navigation Rules II 
Navigation Rules I 
 



Getting acquainted with the folks on 
The Bridge 

Over the months ahead The Pharos Beacon will be 
introducing you to those that serve the Waterbury 
Squadron as officers of The Bridge. We hope this will 
make them familiar faces to you and make it easier for 
you to build friendships within our squadron. 

This month, as is appropriate prior to our Change of 
Watch in April, we’d like you to meet Commander Craig 
Campbell, AP. Craig has been our Commander for the 
past year and will serve in that position for another year.  

Meet Commander Craig Campbell, AP 
”I came to WPS for the education but ended up stayin g 
for the fun and friendships Pam and I have found.”   

Born in Exeter, New 
Hampshire, Craig 
Campbell moved with 
his family to 
Farmington, 
Connecticut prior to his 
starting Junior High.  
After graduating from 
Farmington High 
School in 1969, Craig 
was drafted into the 
U.S. Army in 1971 and 
served as HQ Financial 
Specialist with the 32d 
Army Air Defense 

Command, Germany.  As time went on he achieved an 
Associate of Arts from University of Hartford, and later 
became a State Certified Journeyman Tool & Die Maker. 

“I am clearly a child of the ‘60s.  I never did 
completely grow up,” says Craig. “I found boating!  My 
Dad owned a couple of runabouts when I was very 
young in New Hampshire, and eventually had a small 
Luhrs dealership in York, Maine.” 

At most WPS events and cruises Craig is joined by 
Pam, his wife of 29 years. Both enjoy cruising best. 

As Craig tells it, “Although we rode the school bus 
together, we did not get together until after my return 
from the service, when I was sharing an apartment with 
her brother and another friend.  Being single and living 
large, we hosted many parties and Pam would invariably 
be in attendance.” 

The Campbells raised their two sons, Justin, 25, and 
David, 23, in Burlington where they built a home 21 
years ago. Both boys have completed the public course 
with WPS and together own a PWC which they trailer to 

the Connecticut River. It’s always fun when families 
share their interest in boating. Justin and David each 
have wedding plans in 2010. 

 Since his military service, Craig has spent his 
working life in manufacturing.  With Stanley Works for 
29 years, he worked a variety of production jobs: as 
Tool, Die and Gage Maker, and later as Production 
Supervisor, and Manufacturing Coordinator. For the last 
seven years Craig has been Plant Manager for Coldform, 
Inc., a specialty fastener manufacturer, in Terryville.  

While the boys were growing up, Craig coached 
youth soccer and Little League and served on the Board 
of Directors as V.P. and President of the League for four 
years. He continues to enjoy the Rolling Stones, Red 
Sox Baseball 
and has a 
fondness for 
good wine 
and fine 
cigars.                        

How long 
has Craig 
been involved 
with boating? 
"All the while growing up, we would join friends’ water 
skiing at Bantam and Highland lakes, later cruising on 
the Connecticut River and water skiing in Haddam neck 
outside the nuclear plant, where the water was always 
nice and warm.  Can you still notice the glow? 

“I took my first Safe Boating Course through 
Hartford Squadron in 1969.  At that time the course was 
taught using “Chapman’s Piloting, Seamanship and 
Small Boat Handling” as the manual.  And Bowditch 
Bay chart was used then too! However, after Pam and I 
purchased our current boat, SummerWind, a 26' Regal 
Express Cruiser, homeport-Deep River, I needed to take 
an accredited Safe Boating Course as I had no record of 
my first Power Squadron course.  When I checked the 

USPS site, I 
found WPS 
timing fit my 
needs best.  I took 
a membership 
primarily to 
continue with the 
Piloting and 
Advanced 
Piloting program 
and the rest is 
history.”  

Pam directs Craig on their Dinghy.  
 

Craig and Pam leave Summer Wind  
and head to shore at the PJ Clambake. 



 
 

Commander – continued 
Craig has racked up Seamanship, Piloting, Advanced 

Piloting, Engine Maintenance, Marine Electronics, GPS, 
VHF, Anchoring, and was a student of Jr. Navigation 
(not completed).  Starting his second year with WPS, 
Pam and Craig began participating in squadron events 

and cruises and have attended nearly all WPS events and 
most rendezvous’ since then. They enjoy day cruises or 
dinghy explorations, as well as the rendezvous’, but 
“two nights on the hook is long enough – give me a 
marina on day three!” 

Craig finds being Commander is a definite challenge!  
“I would be happy to leave the position with the 

Squadron a little larger, more active, and even more fun 
than when I came aboard.  I’m happy to say that it is 
well on that path in spite of my tenure!” 

”I came to WPS for the education but ended up 
staying for the fun and friendships Pam and I have 
found.  What a great fraternity!” 

 

CPR and First Aid Classes 
Coming in April 

Do you know the current CPR? Is your First Aid 
up-to-date? Here’s a true story of Tom and Jane Surles on 
SV Aurochs, who the Quigleys’ met this summer in Maine. 

“Since we saw you last I had a heart attack, Jane sailed the 
boat home from Cuttyhunk (with two friends who flew in to 
help her).  

A little about the heart attack -- On Friday, 12 September, 
Jane and I were sailing to Cuttyhunk from Onset when the 
genoa halyard parted.  I quickly furled up the genny and we 
motored into Cuttyhunk and picked up a mooring. That 
evening I climbed up the mast (using my MastMate steps) and 
pulled the genny back up into position (it had dropped about 
four feet).  When I got back on deck I didn't feel like I was 
recovering from the exertion, but I went forward and tied 
down the tack.  After doing so I just had to sit on the deck.  
Jane looked at me and said I didn't look well.  I agreed with 
her and went inside and took to the bunk.  When she came up 
and asked if she should call the Coast Guard, I agreed.   

Summer Cruise Schedule  
Mark your calendar, get out your fenders and a few 
lines, and get ready for a boating adventure.  
May 23, 24, 25 - Memorial Day Weekend – Hamburg Cove  
June 13, 14 - Block Island  
June 26, 27, 28 – Mystic, Seaport Marine  
       District 1 Rendezvous (see D-1 Calendar – Page 2) 
July 3, 4, 5 – Sag Harbor/West Neck  
July 11, 12 – New London Fire Works 
Week Long Cruise:  
 Start: July 18, 19 – Snugg Harbor 
 July 20 – Cutty Hunk  
 July 21, 22, 23, 24 – Martha's Vineyard 
 July 25, 26 – Newport – (joining Meriden ) 
Aug 8, 9 – Port Jefferson  
Aug 21, 22, 23, 24 – Port Washington/ NYC  
Sept 5, 6, 7 – Watch Hill  (Labor Day Weekend) 
Sept 19, 20 – Mattatuck   
Sept 26 – Hamburg Cove - District 1 Poker Run -  
October 10, 11, 12 – Port Jefferson  
 New England Clam Bake 
 

Editors Note: Last month The Pharos Beacon published 
information on the District 1 (D-1) Conference in error. It was 
actually the D-1 Council meeting. These are held several 
times a year on a Friday evening for two hours to conduct D-1 
business. The Conference is held twice a year in spring and 
fall and is a full day event. There are breakout sessions on 
numerous topics from education to changes in the dues 
schedule. See Spring Conference  on p.2. 

 
You might imagine what happened after that – a research 

vessel from Woods Hole steamed in, the volunteer doctor 
from Cuttyhunk came out, and the Coast Guard showed up, 
(not to mention other sailors from the anchorage) all rather 
quickly.  In short order we were loaded onto the CG vessel 
and taken to Martha's Vineyard. An ambulance ride to the 
hospital, several hours there, another ambulance ride to the 
airport, a fixed wing flight to an Air Force base outside of 
Boston (weather was too bad for a helicopter), another 
ambulance ride to Mass General, several hours in the ER, a 
short stay in the Cardiac Ward, surgery in the Cath Lab where 
they installed two stints, two days of recovery in the Cardiac 
Ward. Then I was on a train home to DC escorted by my son-
in-law.  That was Tuesday.  The next Saturday I met Aurochs 
in Annapolis and sailed the last leg home to Flag Harbor. 
Perhaps the best thing was that Jane gave me an aspirin as 
soon as I got in bed.  The doctor gave me another when she 
arrived. AND REMEMBER! Call for help.” 
Editor’s Note: Tom has recovered and went skiing in Italy in 
January. 

Knot Bad 
becomes  
Hot Chix as 
Karen Rosa 
and Pam 
take the boat 
from PJ to 
Bridgeport.  



 

 
 

Calendar 
Mar 12 – 1900 Marine Electrical Systems – Wachovia Watertown Main Financial Center  

Mar 17 – 1900 Public Boating Course – Polk Middle School, Watertown 

Mar 18 – 1830 Cugino's Restaurant, 1410 Highland Ave., Cheshire, CT $11.25 p/p – Elections,  
                         How To Download Free NOAA Charts 

Mar 19 – 1900 Marine Electrical Systems – Wachovia Watertown Main Financial Center  

Mar 24 – 1900 Public Boating Course – Polk Middle School, Watertown 

Mar 26 – 1900 Marine Electrical Systems – Wachovia Watertown Main Financial Center  

Mar 28 – 0800 – District 1 Spring Conference, Marriott Cromwell 

Apr 02 – 1900 Marine Electrical Systems – Wachovia Watertown Main Financial Center  

Apr 09 – 1900 Marine Electrical Systems – Wachovia Watertown Main Financial Center  

Apr 16 – 1900 Marine Electrical Systems – Wachovia Watertown Main Financial Center  

Apr 18 – Saturday – 1830 COW Change of Watch – Dinner - Drescher's $30 

Apr 23 – 1900 Marine Electrical Systems – Wachovia Watertown Main Financial Center  

 May 18 – 1900 – "Cruisin’ on Miss Ruby" Presentation by Quigley Family – Location TBA 

May 23, 24, 25 – CRUISE – Memorial Day Weekend – Hamburg Cove  

Jun 13, 14 – CRUISE – Block Island  

 Jun 17 – 1800 – Summer Picnic – Home of Mary Jane & Howard Vagt, 55 King St, Naugatuck, CT 

Waterbury Power 
Squadron 

c/ o 
Randall Raines 

420 Sharon Drive 
Cheshire, CT 06410 
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