COMMANDER’S REPORT

Wow! It's just around the corner! Next month is thertst
of a new boating season! | know, | know, most of lpelieve
that it does not start until April or May. You aretjugsong.
Why? Because for now, at least, I'm the Commandef] an
said so. Don't argue, accept it, and just get out and de som
boating things...

Go down to the marina and talk to your boat. If

1. Yea ,yea yea.. .1 knoiw thay
sound weird toy vo but | sgrdom find myselhalm
this activity, espemally, if it is an unseasonablymva
afternoon. It's a good way to reconnect with youroigldock
mates. So what if it's weird.

Buy your boat a gift. I've been told also that you should
buy your boat a gift for the Holiday or she could bdficlilt”
to get along with during cruise season.
Tom Davis has reminded me of this
more than once, so | do this. It's that
simple. Me and her, we always share
the enjoyment of whatever | buy us, uh,
| mean her. Anyway, you know what
I’'m getting at, right?

Get out to a winter boat show and dream. Dream
beyond your means! Boating is NOT a rational endeavor
And, if we could really afford to do this, we would adive
bigger boats. Am | wrong? The New York show is on as |
write this, the Hartford Boat Show is coming in Januand
my favorite, Boston, is just around the corner in Felytuar
They are great places to dream and just to remirlolatiét is
only a few short months until it all begins again.dAboy I'd
sure feel great behind the wheel of that 42’ Express.agott
buy more lottery tickets on my way home!

“gﬂl!lld_l_ﬂﬂs

Read boat stuff. Spend a little time in an
imaginary world. My favorites...
“Soundingsand “Northeast Boating” If you
don’t have a subscription, stop by a marine
store (pick up that boat gift) and get a free
copy of “Windcheckor “Longlsland Boating

World’. Both have great articles with - _; —
local relevance. For a longer read, an Wmﬂl,'lmg[{
a personal recommendation of nautlc\ D =
importanceShip of Gold In The Deep = “i%s
Blue Seady Gary Kinder. It's the e
story of the loss of and recovery of the —— &
richest shipwreck in US history, the .
SS Central America. And hey, if you don't like readilogk
at the pictures! Again...and again...and again.

Deconberz0m

Join your Squadron Tuesday evenings at the
Public Course. As always, you can come out and join your
Squadron Tuesday evenings at the Public Course in
Watertown starting in January. Share your knowledge and
experiences with a new group of boaters who have themselves
been dreaming the dream and are about to enter oor.real

Dream! So my message today, as we prepare to embark
on the 2009 Boating Season, is dream. Don’t wait thril
days get longer and warmer to think boating. Thinkibgat
today. Visit your boat. Take your imagination on asgui
Don’t hibernate. Take a ride to the shore and look ouhen
horizon. Come out to a meeting or a class andbizdits with
your Squadron buddies. Even better, take a course yourself.
Stay in touch, join us at the Pasta Dinner, and remeiriieer,
2009 boating season starts Janudty 1

Finally, my heartfelt thanks to all of you = —my
Bridge, our Instructors, and all of you volunteers who have
come out to help with our meetings, activities and thi
publication throughout the year. Your hard work is theora
for Waterbury Squadron’s success and you make my job so
much easier. Thank you for all that you do.

Wishing all of you a joyous Holiday Season,



Admin Report
Even if you haven't renewed your membership,

come to our monthly meeting and discover why you
want to.

The November Membership Meeting, a Pizza Party
with a Round Table Discussion @Yinterizing Your
Boat was successful beyond expectation. We had over
30 members attending the social and contributing to a
lively and informative discussion. The accommodations
at Perrotti’'s Restaurant seemed to be perfectly sazed
our group which included new members as well as
friends we haven't seen in a while. We also had the
opportunity to swear in five new members: Wendy
Dayton, Michael Marino, Gary McGuire, David Piel,
and Curtiss Smith. Additional new members are: David
Barnes, Jiankan Guo, Pam Martinsen, Steve Martinsen,
Edward G. Miller, and Corey P. Saunders

Welcome aboard to all of you!

COMING ~ COMING ~ COMING
Wednesday, January 21 — 1830

Pasta Dinner
Tom Massetti and Member Volunteers
Call Tom to Volunteer Your Help
203 754-7225
Bring a side dish or dessert.

First Congregational Church
40 DeForest Street, Watertown, CT

This is always a premier membership event and
this year should be no exception.

Don’t Miss It!

Wednesday, February 18 — 1900
IFOUNDIEIRS" NIGII'T

Cugino's Restaurant, Cheshire
Four Course Dinner

$25 pp incl. tax/tip

Start gathering now — photos of WPS gatherings, bits
of history, reminiscences — and mark your calendar so
you'll be there to share with your fellow members.

A gracious “Thank You” to Michael & Linda Miller for
the Open House and December Bridge Meeting hosted at their
home. What a warm and seasonal get together for tiose
were able to attend. Linda is Secretary and ExecutifregDf
of the Waterbury Squadron.

Summer’'s Coming! Those snow flurries will be

gone before we know it.

There has been an expressed interest between
members of Meriden Squadron and WPS to enjoin
portions of our cruise schedules in the coming year and
meet up on the water. We will be working with their
cruise planning committee to get this going. This could
be a great summer together!

Have a warm and safe Holiday
Admin Officer

D-I Christmas Party Was Lots of Fun

Wendy & Jonathan Dayton take a

breather. Kathie Burdett totes

her Western bear.
Nine couples from
our squadron
enjoyed the Western
theme at the D-1
Christmas Party at
Manchester Country
Club. Casual clothes
led guests to embrace
a relaxed time and
great fun attempting the professionally led line dagci



Education Report
Well, | asked for it and you answered with a
remarkable response to our course offerings. Currently,
we have 13 members signed up for Piloting and eight for
Marine Electronics. Now that’s a response that would
put a smile on the face of any education officer.

Piloting begins on December 16 . We will begin
Piloting on December 16 (a week later than originally
scheduled) at 7:00 p.m. at the Watertown Town Hall
Annex, 424 Main St in Watertown. Two of the Piloting
students, namely Wes Quigley, Jr. and Jeanie Quigley,
will be participating in class remotely from aboard their
boat, Miss Ruby. We will attempt an audio link and
possibly a video link over the internet to Miss Ruby.
This will be the first time for Waterbury squadron to
provide for remote learning, and we are excited about
advancing our technology.

The Piloting class will move to Swift Junior High
School in Watertown after January 1.

Marine Electronics is Delayed. The news on
Marine Electronics is not as good. The stock of manuals

has been depleted in anticipation of a
major overhaul of the course.
Unfortunately, the new manuals will
not be available until February at the
earliest. We will have to postpone the
course until the manuals arrive.

Doug Burdett  203-723-2169

CPR and First Aid on
the Calendar for March

A family was out boating. As
their helpful daughter was tying up
the trash, she slipped. A can with a )
open lid fell out of the trash, and she
stepped on it — in bare feet of course. DO YOU KNOW
WHAT TO DO when you have an accident at sea?

CPR and First Aid are a must for boaters, who often
are a good distance from medical help.

Mar 2009 — First Aid/CPR Training
(Date, Time & Place TBA)

Public Boating Course News
Are YOU missing out?

We just finished up with the Fall - Public Boating
Course at Cheshire High School. Twenty students
enrolled, nineteen students
completed the course, and fifteery
students have taken and passe
the exam with four students that
still need to take the test. The
student’s ages ranged from thirteen tG
eighty years young. Here is the best part;
six students became USPS memberg
of the Waterbury Squadron and ong
possible member for the
Manchester Squadron.

When was the last time
someone told you that they were
grateful for your participation in something informative
and fun? Come help out at the next class, and | promise
you will not regret it. It's simple, easy and once agai
it's fun.

I would like to thank the sixteen people that assisted
with the Cheshire course. You make me look great, and |
could not have done it with out you. | cannot leave out
my wife Karen for all that she does for both the
squadron and for me. Her wish is to get a few more girls
to come to the classes. Not that she does not like hanging
out with the guys, but it would be better if more women
came. | need to keep the lady happy. How about it girls?
Give it a try. It will be fun! Did | already tell you tha
it's fun? Who knows, we may even invite you to come to
critique the night at the local watering hole. Only the
elite are invited.. or if you are a student, or if you
helped out, or if you know my name.

Mark your calendar for nine weeks starting on
January 6, 2009, every Tuesday from 1900 to 2100 (7:00
—9:00 p.m.). Come to the Polk Elementary School
Library located at 435 Buckingham Street in Oakville
and find out why so many members keep returning to
lend some assistance.

Editor's Note: In case of snow, listen for school
closings. Also note Watertown school holidays. On
those days, the PBC will not be held.



Waterbury Poner
Squadran
co
Randall Raines

420 Sharon Drive
Cheshire, CT06410

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

Calendar
Dec 23 — 1900 Piloting — Watertown Town Hall Annex, Watertown
Jan 06 — 1900 Piloting — Swift Junior High School, Watertown
Jan 06 — 1900 Public Boating Course Begins — Polk Middle School, \etbwn
Jan 07 — 1900 Bridge Meeting at the home of Michael & Linda Mer, 934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire
Jan 13 — 1900 Public Boating Course — Polk Middle School, Watertown
Jan 20 — 1900 Public Boating Course — Polk Middle School, Watertown
Jan 21 — 1830 Monthly Membership Meeting — Pasta Dinner — First@hgregational Church, Watertown
Jan 27 — 1900 Public Boating Course — Polk Middle School, Watertown
Feb 04 — 1900 Bridge Meeting @ the home of Linda & Michadiller, 934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire
Feb 10 — 1900 Public Boating Course — Polk Middle School, Watewtn

Feb 18 — Founders Night — Pasta Dinner meeting First Conggational Church, Watertown — Please bring a
side dish or dessert.

Mar 2009 — First Aid/CPR Training (Date, Time & Place TBA)



