
 COMMANDER’S  REPORT  
Well, the leaves are mostly cleaned up, our boats are 

“asleep” for the long winter, and the election is finally 
behind us.  Our thoughts now are turning to the coming 
Holiday Season.  With all the world’s difficulties and 
politics aside, there is much to be hopeful about and 
thankful for. Our country is on a course correction of 
“change” and the world is hopeful for our chances of 
success.  If that horizon seems far away, take a moment 
to pause and give thanks for all that we have today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By virtue of our US citizenship and the consequence 
of our membership in the USPS, we most probably place 
well within the richest 10% of the world’s population.  
This affords us great freedom in the way we conduct our 
lives and in the comforts with which we surround 
ourselves.  And whatever your current financial 
circumstance, if you are reading this, you are “rich” by 
world standards.  The real measure of wealth though, is 
not simply financial.  It is the treasury of family and 
friends we gather along the way.  This is what makes us 
truly “rich.”   

    As we move into the Holiday Season, I can tell you 
that Pam and I feel rich, and we’re very thankful for the 
people in our lives.  That number is greater today 
because of our association with the Squadron.  In the 
three years with Waterbury Squadron, Pam and I have 
added so many of you to our “treasury” and are truly 
thankful for your friendship.   

If you too feel “rich” this Holiday Season, be 
thankful and take the time to remember those less 
fortunate –  someone who by circumstance may not 
have enough to eat, or the ability to heat their home; 
someone who, because of  illness, or age, or personal 
loss, may be isolated and lonely.  Remember those 
heroic families who have their lives on hold while their 
loved one serves in a distant, hostile place; someone 
who may not have quite as many reasons to be 
thankful; someone who does not have the “treasury” of 
support that we have acquired with our collection of 
friends.  So, give what you can, be generous with your 
time, and take a moment to reflect on how fortunate we 
are to have one another.  

Happy Thanksgiving 
With Thanks for all, 

Craig 

 
Please don’t forget the 
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drive at the D-1 Holiday Party. Call Craig for tickets! 

 
 
 
  

 
If you can’t attend the party, I would be happy to 
deliver your gift.     

Commander Craig Campbell: 860 675-3949 
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A beautiful day at the October Wine Tour. Friendships 
made through our squadron enrich our lives.  
 

  



 

 

 Admin Report  
Even if you haven’t renewed your membership, 

come to our monthly meeting and discover why you 
want to. 

Winterizing Your Boat 

Wednesday, November 19 – 1900 
Perrotti’s Pizza 

101 Store Rd., Middlebury 
$5 per person  

RSVP Dave Packer 
d-packer@sbcglobal.net 

203-592-5258 
 

‘Tis the season we all regret – putting the boat away. 
As we live in a climate of COLD WINTERS one of the 
necessities is WINTERIZING OUR BOAT. Whether this 
is mystifying for you or you’re sure you know all about 
it, come to share your knowledge or to ask questions at 
this member roundtable. Wives, this is the perfect time 
for YOU to gain some understanding of the TLC your 
spouse lavishes on your pleasure craft. 

DON’T MISS THIS ONE! 
 
 

Wednesday, January 21 – 1900  

Pasta Dinner  

Tom Massetti and Member Volunteers 
Call Tom to Volunteer Your Help 

203 754-7225 
First Congregational Church 

40 DeForest Street, Watertown, CT 

 

Wednesday, February 18 – 1900 
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Start gathering now – photos of WPS gatherings, bits 

of history, reminiscences – and mark your calendar so 
you’ll be there to share with your fellow members. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Lt/C ����������	
� Admin Officer�

Raines’ Reign as Beacon Editor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WOW!! That was my first thought when I saw 
Jeanie’s first Beacon. It looked better than when Don 
Murray was the Beacon Editor. Don was the guy who 
gave you the Beacon we have today. From the masthead 
to the two column, “newspaper”, he gave the paper a 
fresh new look.  

Toward the end of 2003 Don was becoming 
overwhelmed by his job, family, and some other 
volunteer work.  He was struggling to get the Beacon 
published; so I figured that if he had some help, he could 
continue to do the fine job he had started.  Thinking that 
I could pitch in without committing too much time, I 
called him and made my offer.  

When I called Don to offer my assistance, he thanked 
me and told me that “no one had ever offered to help 
before.” I think that was the last time I ever spoke to 
Don. So quite unexpectedly the Beacon became my job!  

During my watch Paul and Karen Rosa took over 
publishing the Beacon, which to tell the truth is a lot 
more work than editing. Not only do they print the 
Beacon, but they collate, stamp, address, and mail it. The 
Beacon, and my sanity, would not be the same without 
them. Thank you, Karen and Paul!  Ironically, even with 
all that help, I still missed deadlines from time to time.  

My position as “interim” Editor lasted a lot longer 
than I expected it to – almost five years! Now Jeanie 
Quigley is the Editor, and it looks like she is picking up 
the baton and is ready to carry the Beacon to a whole 
new level. BUT, she will need your help too. I urge 
everyone to submit articles or ideas. Not everything will 
get published, but I can attest to the relief the Editor 
feels when you have half a column to fill and you can’t 
think of a thing to put in it. 

Respectfully submitted, 
P/C Randy Raines JN 

 

Randy Raines with 
his wife, Marilyn, 
as Randy turns 
over Beacon to new 
editor.  



 

 

Education Report  
The public boating course will be finishing up at the 

end of November, and several of the students in that 
course will be joining the squadron to continue their 
boating education. 

After last year’s record enrollment in Seamanship, 
there is a strong desire to keep the group together and 
plunge forward into Piloting.   We will be offering both 
Piloting and Marine Electronics beginning in early 
December.  The locations and dates will be announced 
soon.   

Piloting  
Course Description  

The Piloting course is the first 
in the sequence of USPS courses 
on navigation, covering the basics 
of coastal and inland navigation. 
This all-new course focuses on 
navigation as it is done on 
recreational boats today and embraces GPS as a primary 
navigation tool, while covering enough of traditional 
techniques so the student will be able to find his/her way 
even if their GPS fails. The course includes many in-
class exercises, developing the student’s skills through 
hands-on practice and learning. Topics covered include:  

·  Charts and their interpretation 
·  Navigation aids and how they point to safe water 
·  Plotting courses and determining direction and 

distance 
·  The mariner’s compass and converting between 

True and Magnetic 
·  Use of GPS – typical GPS displays and 

information they provide, setting up waypoints 
and routes, staying on a GPS route. 

·  Pre-planning safe courses and entering them into 
the GPS 

·  Monitoring progress and determining position 
by both GPS and traditional techniques such as 
bearings and dead reckoning 

·  The “Seaman’s Eye” – simple skills for 
checking that one is on course. 

 
 
 
 

 

Marine Electronics  
Course Description 

The Marine Electronics 
course consists of three 
modules: 

·  ME 101, Boat 
Electrical Systems, 
provides information about properties of 
electricity, electrical power requirements and 
wiring practices, direct current power, 
alternating current power, galvanic and stray-
current corrosion, lightning protection, and 
electrical interference.  

·  ME 102, Marine Radio Communications, delves 
into radio waves and transmitters, receivers and 
transceivers, antennas and transmission lines, 
FCC Rules and Regulations, FCC Frequency 
Plan, marine radiotelephone operating 
procedures, and other communication services: 
Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon 
(EPIRB), Digital Selective Calling (DSC), 
Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 
(GMDSS), satellite communications, amateur 
radio, and more.  

·  ME 103, Marine Electronics for Navigation 
 

presents information on depth sounders, 
RADAR, LORAN-C, GPS Navigation, and two 
new chapters:  Electronic Charting, and 
Computer-Assisted Navigation (CAN).  
Members may take this module independent 
of any other ME module. 

Contact me if you are interested in these or other 
courses. 

Doug Burdett    203-723-2169 
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As you know, Bridge Meetings are held at our house (934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire) on the first Wednesday of the month 
at 1900.  Members are always welcome.  It's a great opportunity to offer input on squadron activities and build friendships 
in a more informal setting.  Since Michael and I will be on a cruise in the Caribbean while the squadron is line dancing at 
the D-1 Holiday Party, we especially encourage members to stop by on Dec. 3 @ 1900 with their significant others for 
appetizers and an amazing assortment of homemade holiday cookies.  Commander Campbell assures us he will keep the 
meeting brief to allow more time for holiday cheer.  Hope to see you there!  Please RSVP by 12/2/08 - 203-272-8065. 

  
 

Waterbury Power 
Squadron 

c/ o 
Randall Raines 

420 Sharon Drive 
Cheshire, CT 06410 
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Calendar 
Nov 18 – 1900  Public Boating Course at Cheshire High School Library – Course Review 

Nov 19 – 1900  Monthly Membership Meeting – Pizza Party –  Member Roundtable Discussion  
“Winterizing Your Boat” – Perrotti’s Pizza, 101 Store Road, Middlebury, CT (Details Inside) 

Nov 25 – 1900  Public Boating Course at Cheshire High School Library – Final Exam 

Dec 03 – 1900  Bridge Meeting at the home of Michael & Linda Miller, 934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire  
Join the Bridge for appetizers and homemade holiday cookies. 

Dec 13 – 1800  District 1 Western Holiday Party – Manchester Country Club – Call Craig for tickets  
  860 675-3949 

Jan 07 – 1900  Bridge Meeting at the home of Michael & Linda Miller, 934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 

Jan 21 – 1700  Monthly Membership Meeting – Pasta Dinner – First Congregational Church, Watertown 

Feb 04 – 1900  Bridge Meeting @ the home of Linda & Michael Miller, 934 Wolf Hill Rd., Cheshire 
Feb 18 – Founders Night - dinner meeting (location TBA) 

Mar 09 – First Aid/CPR Training (Time & Place TBA) 

 


